Notes from your President
Winter, 2010

As I write this, the temperatures have been in the 50’s at the end of November.  These last warm days have made finishing up late garden projects, easier to do.  

The fall has been a time of travel for this officer.  Landscape Study School was held in September.  Thank you to Carol Catlin, State Chairman, Marsha Topel, Local Chairman and Judy Neiderberger, Registrar, and to all of the Madison District members  for arranging all of the details for the school.  Thank you Della Balousek for the wonderful meals.  We look forward to more interesting classes in the spring.

In the uneven numbered years, the National Garden Club Fall Board Meeting is held in St. Louis with a visit to the beautiful  NGC Headquarters.  The NGC grounds  are adjacent to the Missouri Botanical Garden.
A walk in the Botanical Garden took us by some Gingko trees.  Did you know that Gingko trees live to 1000 years?  We had heard when buying a Gingko tree, be sure to get a male tree.  We saw female trees that were loaded with ripe fruit.  The ground was covered with over-ripe fruit.  And the odor convinced us that this was not the tree for our  yard.
President Renee Blashcke opened the business meeting and  had the attention of all  with her report in the form of a rhyming poem.
Wyoming had a 52.82% increase in membership for the year.  A new Canna Lily, “Wyoming Wildfire”, was named in their honor for winning the Membership Contest.
The new NGC Membership Contest runs from June 1, 2009 to March 31, 2010.  The state that wins will have a daylily named for them.  The daylily has a five inch pale pink bloom and a cardinal red eye with cardinal red picotee edges.  What can you do to get new members to join you in your garden club?
Check out the NGC website:  www.gardenclub.org.  Check also on Facebook and Twitter for news about NGC.  

The WGCF Executive Committee met on October 7 in Wausau.  After the meeting some members toured the Monk Garden.  Darla Zastrow gave a tour through the Wildflower Woods.  Most of the trees for this area have been planted.  In June, at Mr. Monk’s Life Award Ceremony at Foxfire Botanical Garden, Mr. Monk presented Darla and Linda Schulte with signs for their trees in Monk Garden.  We saw “Darla’s Tree” , a Kentucky Coffeetree,  and “Linda’s Tree”,  a Northern Red Oak.  Darla took us see Mr. Monk at his  house which is by the garden.  He greeted us at the door to say “Hello”.

On October 12, Sheboygan District hosted a bus trip to the Chicago Botanical Garden to see the WAFA Flower Show.  WAFA is the World Association of Flower Arrangers.
Forty-eight American exhibits were judged by WAFA member- country panels.
WAFA events will be held in the US for three years, ending with “This Glorious Earth”, a World Flower Show, in Boston, June 15-19, 2011.  This will be the first World Flower Show ever to be held in the US.  There will be 600 flower arrangements on display for the public to view.  Most of the designer’s will be from the US.
WAFA was founded in 1981 with 19 countries joining.  There are now 29 member countries.  The countries that have hosted WAFA so far are:  Belgium, Canada, France, Japan, New Zealand, Pakistan, South Africa, United Kingdom.

Central Region Meeting was held in Lisle/Naperville IL, in late October.  Members from the 7 states attended.:  3 M's- Minnesota, Michigan, Missouri.  3 I's- Iowa, Illinois, Indiana.  And Wisconsin.  The first activity was a Tri-Refresher at the Morton Arboretum.  This arboretum was established in 1920 by the Morton Salt Family.  
It includes 1700 acres with a 100+ acres of prairie restoration.   A tram ride took us around the arboretum.  There were 400 year old oak trees, 26,000 labeled specimens with 4000+ different specimens.  Over 100,000 spring bulbs were planted on a hillside.  What a sight that will be in the spring!    Central Region Director, Joan Hood presided at the Business Meeting.  Some interesting topics that we heard about were:  “Hooked on Daffodils” by George Darner, President of the American Daffodil Society,  “Apple Tasting” with Midwest Apple Growers, Virginia; “Urban Coyetes” with Chris Anchor , Chief Biologist of Cook County Forest Preserves; Humming Birds, Nancy Carroll; Plant Exploration by Kris Bachtell, Director of Collections and Facilities of the Morton Arboretum; Ikebana Design program with Kazuko Ernst, of the Ohara School Design; and “Amusing Reflections on Gardening' with WBBM radio host Michael Nowak.  Besides hearing  many varied topics at these meetings and conventions, one meets many new gardening friends.  You look forward to seeing these friends again at the next meetings.  
Next year the Central Region Meeting will be in Wisconsin at Elkhardt Lake's Ostohoff Resort.  Be sure to mark your calendar and plan to attend.  It takes many minds and hands to sponsor a meeting.  The dates are October 4-5, 2010. 

Course II of Environmental Study School was held in November at Havenwoods Environmental Center, Milwaukee.  Thanks go to Elaine Seeliger, State Chairman, Carole Hopp, Local Chairman and Diane Olsen, Registrar.  The speakers were excellent, as they always are.  Thanks also to our wonderful caterer, Barbara Wesley.  

There are many of the Foxfire Botanical Gardens hostas around the area and the state, in gardens and parks.  In September, Steve and Linda had a sellout of their bedding plants.  They closed the gardens in the first part  of September and moved .   For 25 years they shared their beautiful gardens with one and all.  The gardens were a destination for tours.  Art in the Garden was a summer event that people looked forward to attending for classes.  Weddings were held in the gardens for many years.  Elderhostels were also held there.  We miss the Schultes and the beautiful Foxfire Gardens.  Good Luck, Steve and Linda in your next venture.

 
Try something new in 2010 such as:  taking a class or  go to another gardening event.    
Happy New Year from my backyard to yours!  

Judy
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