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 Making the World a Greener Place 
CONSERVATION   EDUCATION   SUSTAINABILITY 

Kitty Larkin, Convention Chairman in front, and left to 

 right in back, Norma McReynolds, Convention Vice Chairman; 

Diane Olsen, Milwaukee District Director; and Kerry Krokos, 

Convention Vice Chairman . . . 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WGCF is a not-for-profit 

educational organization 

founded in 1928.  It is a 

member of National 

Garden Clubs, Inc. 

Mission:  WGCF provides education,  

resources and opportunities for its  

members to promote and share the 

love of gardening, floral design, civic and 

environmental responsibility. 
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and environmental responsibility.  
 
President: Linda McCafferty 
443 Woodview Drive 
Sun Prairie, WI 
608-837-2675 
lkmccm@gmail.com 

 

Size         WGCF Other 

Full Page         $150     $200 
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WELCOME 

Kitty Larkin, Chairman, Kerry Krokos and                                                            

Norma McReynolds, Vice-Chairmen 

The members of Milwaukee District invite you to join us for the 96th Annual 

Business Meeting and Convention of the Wisconsin Garden Club Federation 

(WGCF) May 19 to 21, 2024 at the Milwaukee Marriott West, W231 N1600 

Corporate Court, in Waukesha, WI. All efforts have been tuned to bring a 

serendipitous event to WGCF members featuring informative and interesting 

speakers and creative and fun workshops and breakout sessions.  

The convention will begin Sunday evening when we will hear from Mark 

Dwyer, the recipient of the WGCF Bronze Award. The evening will end with 

Mark and our Central Region Director, Lynne Ehnert, being honored at a 

reception planned by Nicholas Lemus.  

Monday speakers include Pam Karlson of Chicago, who will share the 

captivating story of building and maintaining a bird oasis, and Virginia Small, 

an award-winning journalist, who writes and talks about historic landscapes, 

public spaces and environmental issues. Virginia’s presentation will be 

preceded by a social hour with easy listening music by Frank Sternisha. 

Tuesday’s luncheon will feature Doug Jaeger, a Certified Florist who began 

his floral designing career with WGCF and National Garden Clubs (NGC).  

WGCF members are leading three serendipitous workshops: one workshop 

for creating a peace post and two workshops on building a wren house. Our 

breakout sessions emphasize some of the workings of NGC and include 

parliamentary procedure led by WGCF members and photography, which is 

a Botanical Arts Division at flower shows, with Kathleen Grieger, 

photographer.  

Clubs, districts and individuals are donating baskets for the WGCF tisket-a-

tasket basket raffle that Nancy Gregory, WGCF 2nd Vice President is 

coordinating. Diane Olsen, Convention Vendors Chairman, has invited many 

serendipitous vendors to exhibit. There will be melted glass (lanterns, sun 

catchers, birds and snow scenes), cloth bags, copper garden art 

(dragonflies, bees and flowers), honey products, embellished fabrics and 

more. 

As you can see, there are many ways that serendipity is part of our 

gardening experience. So, check out the convention schedule, complete the 

registration form on page 10 and plan to attend. Serendipity is calling and 

you want to be part of the fun. 

WISCONSIN GARDEN  
CLUB FEDERATION 
 

96th Annual Convention,  
May 19 to 201, 2024 
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WORKSHOP, CREATE A 4-FOOT PEACE POST, Cost $25 
Monday, 2:30 to 4:00 
Twenty-two people will each have the opportunity to decorate a 4-foot peace post during this 

workshop. The cedar poles are each topped with a solar light. They will withstand the 

weather because they have already been primed and painted. There will be several colors of 

posts to choose from along with assorted tiles, glass, stencils and paint to use for 

decorations. If you have some favorite artist paint brushes, feel free to bring them.  

 

WORKSHOP, BUILD A WREN HOUSE, Cost per bird house $10 
Monday, 2:30 to 4:00       Tuesday, 10:30 to 11:45 
There will be two opportunities to assemble and decorate a wren birdhouse. The first 

session is Monday afternoon and the second one is Tuesday morning. Each workshop will 

be limited to 26 people, and are being coordinated by Maureen Wild-Gordon. You will work 

with a partner to assemble your bird house that is primed and painted with pre-drilled 

screw holes. Once assembled you can channel your inner creative self and make the 

house your own. Please bring your favorite small paint brushes.  

 

BREAKOUT SESSION, PHOTOGRAPHY, Cost $5 
Tuesday, 10:30 to 11:30 
Many garden club members have become more interested in photography as smart phones 

have continued to improve their cameras. Our workshop leader, Kathleen Grieger, will share 

tips about how to see and capture the serendipity of nature. Sign up for this breakout 

session and be inspired to take better photos for yourself or for entering in a photography 

class in the Botanical Arts Division at a flower show.  

 

BREAKOUT SESSION, PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURE, Cost $5 
Tuesday, 10:30 to 11:30 
Do you want your meetings to get done more quickly and in an organized manner? Then use 

parliamentary procedure because it can help you stay on track and out of trouble. Which is proper: 

“I want to make a motion” or “I move that…”? Our workshop leaders – WGCF Parliamentarian Liz 

Murken and Milwaukee District Parliamentarian Kitty Larkin – will answer that question and 

discuss the fundamentals of parliamentary authority to help your garden club conduct meetings 

and do business efficiently and effectively. Cost is $5 

 

Please use the registration form to sign up  

for workshops and breakout sessions. 
 
 

REGISTRATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER JANUARY 22, 2024.  Thanks. 
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