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Q- Attention Conventioneers

Sue Wall ace, Karen Merl au, and Kat
The Futures Subcommitteabilmryvidiaste 2yhdb o
ConvenfTuesday, April 29. A |listing of potentia
recruit, retain and rPeoj tatcd z@&d eour .member shi p.
Convention Over haul WGCF Redistricting
Advertising Assistance Education on Schoo
Bull etin Board CommunicaCreasing Educatig
New Members Brochures Engaging our Sma

Of ficer Rechubfmeénstrict ShadeWGBHvertisi
| mpact on Our Communities

Two quesiMhiadns$have we missed? Wh a 't

Vi soiuwe b swi econsi ngar deifcckk uobn. oNegws and Events t he
Pl ease join us for this IimpWetlaomok amdr waformaty

SUE WALLACEKAREN MERLAWATHY SHAW
Naffer6b@mai kmeomau@t ds. ngardenkat 99@yahoo.

Documents referred to during the Pre-Convention and Business Meetings
can be found online in the Members Only Section under MEETINGS and
MINUTES, ANNUAL MEETINGS, 2025 Spring Annual Meeting.

Save documents to a device you will bring
to Convention or print for your use.

To register for the April 27, 28, and 29 Convention, go to

wisconsingardenclub.org.
Click on News & Events, and on Convention 2025. Click on Registration Info.

You can fill out the information online, print, pay by check, and mail to
Susan Wallace, 1006 Parkland Drive, Chippewa Falls, WI 54729.

OR . .. you may also pay by credit card on line. It will cost a bit more.

The convention will be at the LISMORE HOTEL, Eau Claire, WI.
You may call 715-835-8888 for reservations. Group code for a discount is WGC.

See you there!
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SUNDAY, APRIL 27, PRE-CONVENTION ACTIVITIES

10:00 - 12:30 Tri-Council Meeting and Luncheon . .. ................... Down to Earth Nursery
12:30 - 5:30 Registration . . .. ... Lobby
12:30 - 5:00 Vendors, Tisket-a-Tasket, WaysandMeans . .. ............ Wilson A and F
Floral and Art Exhibits . . . ...... ... . . Wilson A and F
1:00 - 2:00 Judges CouncilMeeting . . ........ .. i PDR at The Lismore
2:30 - 4:00 Tour of UW-Eau Claire Greenhouse and Putnam Park
4:00 - 5:00 Pre-Convention Meeting, Executive Committee,
Chairmen and Committee Members . .. .................. Wilson C
CONVENTION
5:00 - 6:15 m Social Hour . . ... Dive Bar
6:30 Banquetand Program . .......... ... .. . . . ... Richmond

Presiding: Linda McCafferty, Wisconsin Garden Club Federation President
AWARDS, LYDIA SHAFER, HORTICULTURE ACHIEVEMENT, GARDEN CLUB OF THE YEAR
Program, Citizen Science Opportunities, Jeanette Kelly, Beaver Creek Reserve

MONDAY, APRIL 28

8:00 - 11:00 Registration . . . ... . Lobby

8:00 - 4:00 Vendors, Tisket-a-Tasket, WaysandMeans . .. ............ Wilson A and F
Floraland Art Exhibits . . . ........ ... ... ... .. .. .. .. ..., Wilson A and F

9:00 - 9:50 Gardening Trends in 2025, Mary Schier . ................. Wilson B

10:00 - 10:50 Micro Manage Your Soil? Diana Alfuth .. ................. Wilson B

11:00 - 11:50 BREAKOUTS, CHOOSE ONE
Stained Glass Danglers, LindaBergen ................... Wilson E
Sustainable Veggie Gardening, Dr. Kristina Beuning . . .. ... .. Wilson C

12:00 - 2:00 Luncheon and Program . . ........ ... ... Richmond

Presiding: Joe Powelka, WGCF 1st Vice President
AWARDS POWERPOINT, AWARDS 5 -11
Program, Floral Foraging, Brent Douglas Stelzer, Floral Designer

7.



2:10 - 3:00 BREAKOUTS, CHOOSE 1

Growing Flowers for Cutting, Christina Melby .............. Wilson C
Getting Fit for Gardening, Andrea Cronk . ................. Wilson E
3:15-5:15 97th Annual Business Meeting . ........................ Wilson C

Presiding: Linda McCafferty, Wisconsin Garden Club Federation President
5:00 - 6:15 m SocialCashBar .......... .. .. . Dive Bar
6:30 Banquet, Program and Reception . .. .................... Richmond
Presiding: Linda McCafferty, Wisconsin Garden Club Federation President
Honored Guest: Lynne Ehnert, Central Region Director
Honored Guest: Gerianne Holzman, National Garden Club 2nd Vice President
Bronze Award Winner: Douglas Owens-Pike, Growing Wild for Pollinators

AWARDS POWERPOINT, AWARDS 12-30
Installation of Officers

Reception for Incoming WGCF President, Joe Powelka . ........... Richmond
TUESDAY, APRIL 29
7:00 - 8:30 m BreakfastBuffet. ... ... ... ... . .. ... Richmond
9:00 - 9:45 Program, Ground Water , What Gardeners Need to Know, Susan Swanson

Tisket-a-Tasket Winners posted

Memorial Service: Laura Skoff, WGCF Memorials and Tributes Chairman
AWARDS POWERPOINT, AWARDS 31 - 38

Invite to 2026 Convention

Explanation of Roundtables

9:45 - 10:15 Roundtable discussions, Renew, Revitalize, Retain . ........ Richmond
10:30 - 11:15 BREAKOUTS, CHOOSE 1
Simple by Design, Sue Auld . . . ... . Wilson E
The Beginner 6s GuyTadieLyncho...Mu.s h. WdsomCs
11:30 Post-Convention Meeting . . .. ... oo oo Wilson C

CONVERSATIONS ON THE CHIPPEWA

There is still time to register. The district has tinkered with the schedule to fit in more educational

opportunities and to provide outreach to area gardeners. Short on time? Register for the one-day

gardening symposium on Monday, April28. Det ai | s on t he WGCF webs
NO REGISTRATIONS ACCEPTED AFTER APRIL 11.

We b6r e exci t @rdativatypon tthe Chippewa display incorporating regional artwork and
floral interpretations. Looking forward to conversing with you there.

8



CONVERSATI ONS on tF

WGCF 'OANNUAL CONVENTI OR9, A&t
HOSTED by ST. CROI X DI

Name Address

City State Zip+4

Phone Email

District Club

Please Check All That Apply WGCF Officer_ Board Member___ Past President____ Club President____
Delegate. Alternate_ Guest___ Lydia Shafer Winner______

PRE-CONVENTION TOUR UW-Eau Claire Greenhouse tour, Phillips Science Hall
Transportation on your own; directions will be provided. $ 5.00
REGISTRATION FEE REQUIRED $ 25.00
Late fee if postmarked after March 31, $10 $ 10.00
CONVENTION EVENTS, PACKAGE PLAN

Package Plan $125.00 per person $125.00

Includes 6 speakers, 2 banquets, 1 lunch, 1 breakfast
CONVENTION COSTS FOR THOSE NOT SELECTING A PACKAGE PLAN

Sunday Banquet Italian Buffet: Grilled chicken, baked lasagna $ 44.00
Monday Lunch Cobb Salad (chicken, bacon, egg, cheese.) Veggie Option Available. $ 26.00
Monday Banquet Harvest dinner buffet: Pork loin, mushroom chicken $ 37.00
Tuesday Breakfast Caprese egg strata, sausage, muffins, pastries, fruit, Veggie Available $ 23.00
List dietary restriction
BREAKOUT SESSIONS
Monday, April 28, 11:00-11:50, Choice of #1 or #2
1 _ Stained Glass Danglers, Includes $15 supplies charge, Maximum 30 $ 20.00
2 Sustainable Veggie Gardening $ 5.00
Monday, April 28, 2:10 to 3:00, Choice of #3 or #4
3 Growing Flowers for Cutting $ 5.00
4 Getting Fit for Gardening, Participatory exercise session, Maximum 30 $ 5.00
Tuesday, April 29, Choice of #5 or #6
5 __ Simple by Design, includes container and flowers, Maximum 20 $ 15.00
6 2 Beginner 6s Gui d®ushraom gfawind kitsowndll imesavailable for sale. $ 5.00
TOTAL: $

Print and fill out Registration Form. Write check payable to WGCF and mail both to
Susan Wallace, 1006 Parkland Drive, Chippewa Falls, WI 54729

OR
Regi steratowlvi wesconsinga.s o¢howulb her ¢ i nk
and Eventhe fcomvPBayt itoyn cr eiher € awidl | be ar

25% handling fee will be retained on all cancellations --- No refunds after April 10, 2025
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WGCF SCHOLAR

Community Foundation for the
Laura ,Skabt arship Liaison

WGCF has wutilized the services of the Ci
organi zationb6és assets used for schol ar
our gains are distributed annually s

These include six awards at $1, 000
Federation Schol arship fund, three
Bal ousek Scholarship fund, one awal
Schol arship fund, @@6dfoom ttwar Hr ahb:«
Straus Scholarship Fund. Dell a, Myrtle and I ren
i nstrument al in establishing the coll ege schol ar

Member s may dWGG@RE eSdhloltdreahypi Mendy completing t|
website under Scholarship Donation oRutMe mWestal CdD

Educati omh&twunkel ps provide internal education fo

This year we have 38 app3édlcamttison h@d mmihtet e€se hwil lalr
guarterly report shows a total of $371,433.00 1in
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WGCEF Candidates

President: JOE POWELKA, v el Ty
Joe served in a variety of roles as a meHrebern,f’"”‘
has been Madi son Director, and iSJCOLEfI‘iGSﬂt&HyY‘{ ;
architect, and a veteran still wolriktianrgy fAofrf al ¥== 8
the end e 22dédr2bed 14 years on the Wi ld Ones
Presi deet and Diane have been married for 54
grandchHoblbbieas i ncl ude photamgr apehsye,a rpcahii nntgi ng 1
spare time he has!Jogrfomil®ees etdo Pwersk dfemrt , c h &
WGCF now and into the future.
First-PY¥iecsa dent : NANCY GREGORY, Mi | waukee
Nancy Gregory joined WGCF -Rrne s2i0d0ednt oSfh eT oswenr
Garden Cl ub, Mi | waukee, and as the Blue St a
She was also Corresponding Secretary, R erceocrt
Nancy served as Environment al School Chairm
Landscape Design. She | oves what garden cl
,“’ everyone she meets, even strangergeat st haag
s join a garden club, and says she |l ooks forw
convention.
Second Vice President: KAREN MER

Karen Merlau spent her career in the cheese industry in Plymouth. Her focus was in the Quality
and Regulatory areas, and she is a licensed Wisconsin cheese grader. She joined the Lake
Shore Garden Club in 2018, and served two terms as District Director and as Arbor Day
Education Chair. She is a master gardener, an accredited Environmental Consultant, and a
Landscape Design Consultant. Karen is Vice Chairman of Tri-Council, and is the Environmental
School Chair for Wisconsin. Her primary interest is to provide enjoyable educational
opportunities. She is also on the Futures Sub-Committee, which aims to grow membership and
promote WGCF.

Treasurer: LI NDA MCCAFFERTY, Madi son Di s
As soon-to-be former president, Linda McCafferty worked on the WGCF budget, and she twice
served as treasurer for the Sun Prairie Garden Club. More importantly, her forty years
employed by a law firm provided experience in finance. Linda entered the technological world

# when the firm purchased computers for the Business Law Practice Area. She used Lotus 1-2-3

| preparing inventories and accounting documents. As technology advanced, she became an
expert with Microsoft software and Excel. In addition, Linda has used Quicken Software for
twenty years to track personal income and expenses, and she proposes using software already
owned to save money. Linda believes she is qualified, and if elected, will perform her responsibilities to the
best of her ability.

Membership Secretary: DIANA PETERSON, Madison District

Ever since she was a child, Diana Peterson

grandmot her . She got involved with garden -
Garden Club in the Madison District and cur Bf
al so a member of the Wi sconsin Floral Desi g g
Master Gardener in Dane County dur iinngu etsh ewiQFES
certification to date. I f elected as the C-
with sincere dedication. -
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RECORDING SECRETARY.
This could be you.

willing to step up to fill this important position.

Th®&ecor Gierg et aknygisnuatesWGCHEXxecuGammi ttee meet i
whi ch may bBEhevs®e meaet i ngBoaxaidi n @a@th@dndsi ness
Meetmembe Kaowl eder oMoctdarequi vakleegtes Hamyd.wr i tt
with ppbhenkkterbdaicnkgup or si miclameogmotteekdunegs

Receianthgr war d poapgntdee et mingut e s
Webmaster f otrhWGCshwe hgi oosmecond
responsibility.

Fi nalolwpo,uft e c eW&CHna if lorreporatti ng
me et i Yhogus .wi | | receive the benc
becoming a WGCF Officer, | ear
acti vMitlieessge and your convent
by WGCF.

|l yolmaviehesa&pabipllietaseess | den ihZz@ 52 @ WGCH x e c uTtei avne.
WEWOULDOVEOHAVEOW Ol NS
Pl ease cOartalct®amli n@mati ons -7GHa0iI8r3,c r9%2a0t 3 4 @g ma i

Nati oGaarlden W

Doris Weber s _
June 1 through June 7 ké/ 7 P~ ‘@
®

This year National Garden Week runs from Sunday, June 1, through @

Saturday, June 7. Proclaimed by NGC, this special week is designated to , B NATIONAL @
focus pl-.lb|IC attention and all garden club members on fun-filled activities. GARDEN WEEK @
Events include programs, garden tours or walks, garden teas, plant sales, o June 1-7. 2025
luncheons, bus trips, and displays in public places. Participation in local * 4 .
parades and other related garden events might even bring in some interest

from local garden clubs. Do invite gardening friends, and neighbors to join S'?°"s°red by %&f
inthefun. 1 t s sure to keep the garden s ﬂNatlonalGarden

growing in communities into the future. *

Clubs, Inc ’
. . - .gard lub.
Keep your local newspapers and other media methods informed about your | - e s I
~~ LN, i ‘

plans. You will want to share these goals, projects, and objectives of %m {v e ‘%5

garden clubs with the public.
National Garden Week posters are available on the NGC website, or contact doris@johngweber.com.
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LAKE SHORE GARDEN CLUB

Dori s ,WePoreersi dent
Sheboygan District Lake Shore Garden Club member

Environment al Park in November. The first was a
member s desi ginnmnhg wihreea rwrletat h f or m. Greens wer e
members helped participagts when needed,

especially wi tthi ead tgarcend meug
to the frame. Accessor i
cones, ornament s, snowf
birds, birdhouses, (o[ PN

fl oral mat esmioalle.st ,C($§ g
member s drmod -id@ber s, :
t May woPadraks a fundr ai s CBEE

Members Annette Paul, Marie Schwinn,
Lois Schuldt, and Debbie Sheets preparing
greens for the wreath making.

A porch pot workshop was also held at Maywood En
Shore Garden Club members. We each des iPigkinéSdve.a 1
Maywood again helped by providing the-tgui genmn,gwgn
branches. Accessories were added including pine
stems, snowfl akes, ribbons Twiwss baolwsqg anfdemaern &ids
programs netted Maywood $1,324.27. 't was | ot s
attending and the community

A5 Next Environmental School

Karen Merlau, Environmental School Chair

Our next WGCF Environmental School will be held September 26 and
27, 2025. Itis in-person, on location at Maywood Environmental Park in
Sheboygan. This is the third course of four to complete the series.

You do not need to take these four courses in order. They are independent of each other. You
could start with course three, if it is convenient for you, and there are multiple opportunities to
complete the others.

We can be proud of the fact that we currently have five WGCF members who are well on their way to
becoming new Environmental Consultants. The existing pool of accredited consultants in Wisconsin
is not large, as just nineteen members are in good standing and active. Five new members will be a
welcome addition to this special group of people.

IF ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES CONCERN YOU,

consider taking advantage of this outstanding educational opportunity.
15.
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San Joaquin

Endanger ed FI Delhi Sands

Flower-Loving Fly

\ 5
Peach Bl ossc

Cheryl Lausten, Endangered Species Chair

Flies might not be the first creatures that come to mind when we think of endangered
species. However, several fly species are facing significant threats.

A nexample is the Delhi Sands Flower-Loving Fly, found only in a small area of Southern
California within the Delhi Sand Dunes. This fly was the first to be listed under the Endangered Species
Act in the United States in 1993. Like butterflies and honeybees, this r a pflyedfeeds on nectar from
flowers. | hovers over flowers while taking nectar. It is one of the largest flies, over one inch in length.
It is orange-brown and black i © o |wathr dark brown oval spots.

The San Joaquin Valley Giant Flower-Loving Fly,i tcd o s ¢
r el ait alse €ose to extinction. | it s | oissei t @s mal |
hummibngwd t h -ianclh Bbody and | ong pr ¢

Both flies rely on a fine sandy habitat, not found anywhere else on
earth. The flies spend most of their life eight to ten feet underground
and only emerge for a brief time July through September, when the
adult flies feed, mate, and lay eggs. The female fly has a strong drill
like appendage on her abdomen, which allows her to deposit her eggs
deep in the sand to keep them cool and moist. Originally, this specialized habitat consisted of over 40
square miles, but due to development has been reduced to less than 2% of the original area.

Why are flies endangered? The reasons are similar to those affecting other endangered species:

A Habitat loss: As seen with the Delhi Sands Flower-Loving Fly, the loss of specific habitats is a
major threat. Residential, commercial, and agricultural conversions, sand mining, invasion of exotic
species, and the growing use of off-road vehicles account for the significant loss of habitat.

A Pesticide use: Insecticides can harm non-target insects, including flies.

A Climate change: Shifts in temperature and precipitation disrupt fly life cycles and their
interactions with plants and other animals.

Why should we care? Flies play an important ecological role:

A Pollination: It is not just about bees; many flies are also important pollinators.
A Decomposition: Fly larvae help break down organic matter, recycling nutrients.
A Food source: Flies are a food source for other animals.

What can be done?

A Habitat conservation: Protecting remaining natural areas helps flies and other wildlife.

A Sustainable practices: Reducing pesticide use and promoting pollinator-friendly practices can
help.

A Research: More research is needed to understand fly populations and their needs.

Even small and insignificant creatures play a role in the web of life.

Protecting endangered f |species

IS importanti maintaining a healthy ecosystem.
16.



NORTH DEAREBEBORN ASSOCIATION

65t Dearborn Garden Walk

Beautiful Private Gardens, Architectural Tours, Garden Seminars & More

Sunday July 20, 2025
A 12 PM - 5 PM

Admission at Latin Middle School,
45 West North Avenue, Chicago, IL

Advance ticket Sales,
dearborngardenwalk.com

Chicago’s Longest Runnlng S S
Private Garden Walk \m

Central Region GC Report

Lynne Ehnert, Director

We have been bu
Meetings that h
u
o]

y finishing up the

ppened at the | ast

es have been updat e
The financi al i nf

: and Standing R
made at that convent.
members only section.

D—mm

We are currently working o
the next Central Region cofe
the Osthoff Resort in EI kh
|l oveégyort facility t@amat-t wio
bedr samtes availabl e. The
pl ace October 28 and 29,
finalized soon.
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| Kar en MeborlDaylEducation Chair %

As al ways, Arbor Day in Wi sconsi

This year it Apidil,s 202 5Fr i day

The Wisconsin Garden Club Federation has Il ocnagn éb

t hi nakg acdfd en etghaittn cdou d eMotsrte egeassiwéhesth ady ar eas and t
t he s oBueracuet.i ful trees padifnmotr pt amddeapetocal

Her e are some 1 deas for <cel ebr at

1. Plant atree. Choose the right tree for the location and learn how to properly plant and care for it.
Check online resources like the Arbor Day Foundation, the Wisconsin DNR website, or the Park and
Planning Department in your county or City.

2. Be an influencer for trees. An influencer is someone who promotes trees. Put a tree promoting
bumper sticker on your vehicle or include some inspirational tree quotes on your club web site. Check
in your community whether it participates in the Tree City USA program, and if not, suggest it.

3.Read a book labamwetbdéleay. t o Readdlrai sTtr e
Gool Ayar k rreecgpemmended t his book to me

4 . Write a tree story or create tree ar
dondét have to be an arti st Trace a | ec
structure and how it differs between tre
5.Vol unt eer -pwiatnht iangt roeregani zati on. The Ar

groapmpd they have many resources and evel

7 Create an Arbor Day event. | 6 m amunt forgnang eventsr
and holidays. Your event could be as simple as obtaining an Arbor Day promoting flag and flying it for
several weeks both before and after the holiday.

What ever you choose to do, pl ease
Do your best to promote I
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Medin On t he Execu

Liz Murken, Parliamentarian
bh2 ¢l !¢ L ! a ! a9a. 9w hC ¢1 9 . h! wb2

1. Know and understand the purpose of the organizat
2. fBemiliar with the Byl aws.
3. Attend all generigglosanthl Board Meetings
4. Consider the business brought before the Board i
5. You have an obligation to ask questions if you c
6 . It is the responsibility of each Board member t ¢
7. Know t heBemeamwbaerres.of future | e
8 . Present short, to the point,
9. Take cmdHKsHugigsemtdrons i n an ung
10. Be Husizh&sds hrough procedur
11 Remember, mo st pl ans must

Know your Wisconsin
,N Believe in it. :

Be bluiske@ess L

Of fer others the opportunity to
Evaluatesybur ggoowimg in depth?
Remember you represent the tot a
Be o,pj aeat iabhee aidna ga mart @ astei v e .
Yoounrc | usi ons should bandmpaneéeiiat
Abgdevall dWweSpheFar.getl .t he

AWARDS %ﬁgp

Doris Weber, Awards Chair

N
P
™
M

y

Awards are fun to work on and nice for a club or individual to receive. Each year the
WGCF Awards Chair needs your applications by December 1.

This year | also received applications for National Garden Club Awards. They had to be received by December
1 and then sent on by December 31. | forwarded the applications to the various chairmen on the national

level. Those applications are needed by NGC Chairmen by January 25, unless otherwise specified under that
award.

Please honor these deadlines, as in previous years, some applications have come in past the deadline. The
Awards Committee, according to the awards procedures, is composed of the chairman, an assistant appointed
by the WGCF President, the yearbook chair, and all the District Directors.

Any new WGCF awards or changes must be approved by the WGCF Executive Committee. Any award for
which no application has been received within ten consecutive years, may be reviewed and possibly
deleted. This is brought up to the WGCF Executive Committee for review.

It would be wonderful for clubs throughout the state to search for a member who might like to do research,
write up the applications, and submit them to the WGCF Awards Chairmen. Many wonderful projects are done
by clubs and members, so why not try for an award and share the congratulations with all members. L et 6 s
started early now in 2025. = .

— \_J
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Flower Show School

Carol Catlin

Flower Show School is one of the four schools offered by National
- Garden Clubs, Inc. The others are Environmental School, Gardening
A School, and Landscape Design School.

| Flower Show School is a comprehensive educational program. The
curriculum includes horticulture, design, and flower show procedures.

A student learns about the many styles of floral arrangements, growing
and exhibiting horticulture, preparing educational exhibits, photography,
~ writing a flower show schedule, as well as judging, entering, and

| chairing an NGC Flower Show.

' The Principles and EI e

student ineyatdtgabhgnagnd
horticphbtogeedphnt amaday
ex hi bbot apardeesid so on. The Principle

Dominance, Contrast, Proportion, Sca
arleine, Shape, TEatmreSp&akige¢ emamd sCa
building bl ocks oFfriamdi,ploas taree ctome ¢
create works of art, or the strategy

Most of us learned about the Principles and Elements of Art
in primary school. They can be useful in daily life. For
example, rearranging and buying new furniture for your living
room, planning a new garden, or working with your
community to plan a park.

In Wisconsin, flower schools are sponsored by The State Judges Council. There
are four courses, generally scheduled over a 2-to-3-day period. Usually, two
courses are offered in a year. Each course includes a day of design, and a day of
horticulture, flower show procedures, point scoring, and other topics. A test is given
after each course.

To become a student judge, you need to complete three courses, take the
written exams, and pass with scores of at least 70 What a great way to
learn about topics we enjoy!

Check out the National Garden
Clubs, Inc. website for more
information. While the Wisconsin
Judges Council offers courses
locally, opportunities are also
available on Zoom. You will find the dates of upcoming
schools all over the country, and can attend a school in any
State!

A Symposium, Sharing Perspectives, will be offered in
October in Elkhart Lake, Wisconsin. Stay tuned!
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Habitat Habitat for Humanity

for Humanity

Susan Miller, Chai"‘\r

At the end of February, | saw hyacinths poking their heads out of the ground. Although the wind was
blowing and the temperature was dropping | realized that spring was around the corner. As the
chairperson for the Habitat for Humanity project, that meant plans need to be started to make the
Plant Share in Milwaukee a success.

This past year 116 families attended the

event. Families were able to select many types of
plants and vegetables, a hanging basket, and
create their own planter filled with beautiful
flowers. Seeds, gardening tools, various pots and
other gardening supplies were available. A grant
from a garden club enabled each family to leave
with a large bag of soil to help amend the clay found
[ 1 in many of the yards in Milwaukee. Families left
i | H|E ol : smiling and garden club volunteers left tired, but
Py 31 \ — filled with joy, knowing their hard work helped so

SRR _ : many new homeowners.
Susan Miller with a h

This year, Plant Share .

When asked whatarittneme avi st . . .
-+ in Milwaukee will be

for Humanity, Susan repl

j ump . You see who takes heldonJune7. We
seriously. They are nur areexpectingatleast
. . . 1 want the homeown 122familiesto
their home pretty! o participate. With the

increase in the
number of families we will need more plants and gardening items. We
would like to expand the number of tools for children since many
children want to help their parents create new gardens. As we expand
the program | am hoping all of the garden clubs in the Milwaukee
District participate. There are many opportunities that don't require
digging or carrying heavy items.

As a relatively new chairperson of the Habitat for Humanity project |
would like to know if there are garden clubs in other parts of the state who conduct Pant
Shares with their local branches of Habitat for Humanity.

If your club participates in a Plant Share, please
contact me at sk8trmom@yahoo.com. If your club
doesn't, but would like to begin working with Habitat
. for Humanity, please let me know. It would be
wonderful to expand the project throughout the
state. We as gardeners have so much knowledge to
share with new homeowners!!! Who knows, the
collaborations may lead to new club members!!

Enjoy the Sights and Smells of Spring!
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Roc k Ga rBdoeor

Karen Thaker, Book Committee Chair

"2 Are you limited by a lack of space, time, or energy in your gardening? Then creating a
miniature rock garden is for you. It can be as small as a container or situated along an outdoor
crevice or wall. Maintenance is minimal and plants thrive on neglect. Even lack of sunshine is not
a barrier with miniature hostas and heucheras.

Rock Gardening: Reimagining a Classic Style, by Joseph Tychonievich, is luxuriantly
illustrated with color photos of rock gardens from Denver to Scotland. They can thrive in a zone such
as ours, or on a New York City rooftop. The author suggests various color schemes and even all white is
stunning. Rock crevices can be supported by old socks filled with soil and backfilled with an appropriate
rock garden mixture of equal parts sand, gravel, and topsoil. The most essential component is good drainage
by container holes or elevation.

Unique suggestions for containers include your old croc shoes or stacked pots. The author also
suggests making hypertufa pots. The mixture is equal parts Portland cement, peat, and ;-
vermiculite. Adding fiberglass fibers or chicken wire provides additional support. Drying =t
is a not-to-be-rushed process, but the result is a lightweight cement container you will

enjoy for years. One can even form hypertufa rocks rather than lugging in real stones.
Joseph concludes his book with specific horticulture and propagation tips. Of special
interest is his illustrated, detailed plant list.

Ready to get your fingers dirty?
You can do it even if warm weather is yet to arrive. Rock gardens can thrive indoors and be moved
outdoors later, or just start propagating your specimens now. Perfect for itchy green thumbs!

EMBERSHI|P

MONDAY.S

Doyoe@verondhreoWNGC amelyp «wd uo?wri st Yaurt @t We?tlund o
MEMBERSNMNMDRDAYS i odaboavai ltolmdinredesour ces
Come join the National Garden Club for the last
Membership Monday on April 7 at 1:00 pm Eastern Time

.and JOIN 15 MINUTES EARLY FOR TRIVIA!

Questions will be asked and respondents will put their answers in chat. Katie will monitor chat. She will
announce when there is a correct answer and who it was that responded with that answer. Play will
continue until time has elapsed.

The individual with the most correct answers through April, will be declared the winner. If there is a tie, the
names of those that answered the most questions correctly will be placed in a container and Katie will
draw the winner. The prize will be an inscribed paver in the NGC Path of Success at Headquarters
in St. Louis, donated by an anonymous donor. The more Membership Mondays you attend, the higher
your chances will be to win!

It is the intent of this trivia game that answers come from the knowledge of the member, so please refrain
from googling the answers.

See you Monday, April 7.
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Cultivating a Greener, More Beautiful Future Together
Sophie Bradshaw

The Fox Point Federated Garden Club is more than just a
group of avid gardeners. |t
dedicated to making a lasting impact, one garden, one event, and one nelghbor at a time.

Founded in 1950, they promote environmental health and have created lush green spaces like the
flower mound at Green Tree Road and Santa Monica Boulevard and the daffodils planted along Lake
Drive and Brown Deer Road.

Contributions go beyond just planting flowers. In collaboration with the Indian Creek Stewardship
Group, they supported the restoration of Village Woods, and planted a critical wayside stopover for
migrating butterflies, reflecting their commitment to creating wildlife habitats.

The Fox Point Federated Garden Club is about making connections. They believe nature brings people
together and builds a sense of belonging. For example, the Little Library on Lake Drive invites
passersby to take a book, leave a book, and enjoy a quiet moment in nature.

Anot her cornerstone of the clubds community spi

Longacre Pavilion. It features member 6s pl ants
every gardener, from begifalee it® expMay .10,Thfiso
the agermea Annual Arbor Day aGdal slugnanedlen oo uApgr il
gardens to modern | andscapes

: ‘ - ' : At their monthly meetings, held on the third
e - h L S ; Tuesday of the month, they feature a

variety of programs, often with expert
speakers. Topics may include gardening
_ techniques, environmental issues,
sustainable practices, native and exotic
plants, and flower arranging.

”» 0 ;
e

Their club supports a number of
organizations beyond the village, such as
Sojourner Truth House, the National
Audubon Society, Riveredge Nature
Center, and the International Crane

The Fox Point Federated Garden Club offers a warm
and welcoming space where everyone can learn and
grow. They welcome new members who share their
passion for gardening, conservation, and community
engagement.

Visit foxpointgardenclub.com

to learn more about them. 53



| MPROVED CUL

Sue Donohoe, Horticm | i st

Letds be sure we understand what a cultiva
often conf uswarciudtty vmhemntdal ki ng about new

Avariiest ya new subspecies of a plant discove
adapted to its climate for survival. Thus
environment, wunli ke a cultivar that may su

Varieties have been around ftsheac®whidtaelsdic
and phwshiocifaor mal i zed binomial names, t
organi sms. They are not always true o
the original. We see this when a var.i
reproduced, and suddenly has some gr e

Car | Li

Acul tivaa plant that has been created thro
resistance, climate adaptation, improved h

yield, improved taste and on and on.
The term was coined by horticulturist
he had an interesting |ife. Al l cul ti
growing pattern, and there should be r .
takears for a cultivar to be studied bci o

Li berty Hy
I wi || hi ghlight a few new annuals, perenn
Monrovi a, Proven Winners and the Ameri can
new cul tivars, i's at trial gar diehnes caotu nvtarryi.
at what is new for 2025.

ANNUALS
Ageratum hoWONAMRICAHn wWmasCcul ti vat efs
spreading floss flower that is dr
bl ue f,l owessa great attractor of

Canna x goeneér dlEiCGst/sR@aAa dwarf canna
g§ fl owers with orange spots, |ike a
l uni que fl ower shape.
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Col eMisNI ME CHARVARBREWSIH ti vated for
|l eaves, dense plant form and is he
deadheading needed.

Hel i oARO@AGI CA PR&PL&nl y has | arge
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P
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changer and the dwarf statureedtice
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'?replace the invasive varieties. Wt
j wide and high, it wildl i
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Sheboygan District News

Karen Merl au, Sheboygan District

l vy League Garden Club Members met at Caanbds Gr
December 10. Each year the c¢club donates arrang
i ) 7 Their yearly C

Gathering was
home of Lynnet
Member s brough
and all shared
great conversa
as a few adul't

We found that
was a Chri st ma
sava®he amazed
the obscure in
knew about Chr

Lo .
|l vy League GdDrodtearn 83| euebn hac

Lake Shore Garden Club celebrated Christmas wi@
Country Club in Sheboygan on December 12.

They hosted several guests from Bridgeway and learned about their programming. Bridgeway
is a 13-bed residential transitional living program for homeless women with children living in unsafe
or unstable environments, located in Sheboygan, Wisconsin. Bridgeway can serve 4-6 families at any
given time. They also heard an inspiring story from a client who was helped by this organization. Lake
Shore Garden Club is proud to beautify and assist this important community organization.

Mary Kul hanek was
wi thiggly Sweat eSo nteo
sweaters had storie
some were a bit ris

Shirley Larsen telling
the story of her "ugly
sweater."

Who won the

It was Mary
Kul hanek, by
vot Where d
she come u
n

t hese t hi
-}

Mary Kulhanek in her "ugly
sweater" with Karen Kasten
reacting to the show.

Lois Kuether
wearing her
26 "ugly sweater."




Save These |
JULYah@duLyY 2

Madis;o(nj Di strict
Gar ens

Tour We Need |

| WeEiR O N 2 V t X

BT T glunteers:

Tickets $15 NN\ NN N

CONTACHEt Greatt
pat herbs@ ront
for tickets, or YOU WILL:
205 Parodgt VRtr on ¢ - Have fun

.. » Learn something new
443 Wo o d v I_V’EEV_V [ « Meet others with similar interests
Sun Prairie

Gardening School Chair
Landscape Design School Chair

Contact Gerianne for more info:
geriannewgcf@gmail.com

Photography CONTEST

ENTENROW . . sponsored by the Wisco

At this ti me, a pdiwetiolgagiagiibnyltsetf,a st éoseti,ng hel d f or
i n the CenttEmdlri Rsgimary. be submittedFnowltiitceugim

wi || be idn s(pcltaoybeedr of 2025 hati nhbePS8Syatpetshi e m@st, ho
El khart Lake, Wi sconsi n. The symposium wil | be
There are six classes. One features r e
third showcases water, the fourth, bugs:s
may be used by Centr al Region to furthe

For complete contest rules and definit.i
Region Website. On the Homepage, Cdadrckl
Rul es of the Contest.

Centr al Region Garden Clubs 2025 Photo Contest

Fillt heutl i nk a btou/ormgatforng.cmm/248786496986179,and send it wi't
digital phot os. Be sure to give each i mage a ne¢
Dane, Garden Club of Greater Milwaukee. Si x phe
finali st s,dipsrpilnatyeedd,. anmMdvar ds wi | | be given at th
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Central%20Region%20Garden%20Clubs%202025%20Photo%20Contest%20%22Nature%20is%20Imagination%20Itself%22%20William%20Blake
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fform.jotform.com%2F242786496986179&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cba0564bd39044f048a0008dd55a5c3c4%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638760892628386084%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NMxIUzzVVyyMRe2RzaatvTRYFf3zLMv9OrntK5rF4ew%3D&reserved=0

