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Spring 2025 
EDUCATION IS A FUNDAMENTAL REASON  

WHY PEOPLE JOIN GARDEN CLUBS. 
Karen Merlau, Sheboygan District Director 

    

Most gardeners or gardening wannabees want to learn in order to make their 

endeavors pay off.  No one likes having efforts foiled due to the challenges that 

we all face.   
 

Our NATIONAL GARDEN CLUB SCHOOLS are an important 

part of this education effort, and not only for WGCF members. 

This is an important outreach tool to connect with other 

gardeners in the community.  It has the potential to help us    

gain new members and clubs, and can be a source                    

of positive publicity for our organization. 
 

At this time, the GARDEN STUDIES and                                                  

LANDSCAPE DESIGN SCHOOLS are not                                                            

taking place in Wisconsin, because we  

lack chairpersons to lead them. 
 

I am writing this because we need some members to step forward to fill this 

void if Wisconsin sponsored schools are to continue.  Sure, you can probably 

take an on-line class from another state, but you sacrifice meeting your fellow 

club members and local neighbors from the community.  Plus, the information 

presented may not be geared toward Wisconsin climate conditions. 
 

I am the ENVIRONMENTAL SCHOOL CHAIR, and I can tell you from my 

experience that being a school chairperson is not a difficult job.  It takes 

organization and learning what the requirements are.  It is also fulfilling to 

complete a successful school.  I have found that the students who attend are 

extremely appreciative of the effort that they know goes into the planning.  

Being an accredited consultant is not even necessary to fulfill this role.  You can 

gain that as you conduct the school. 
 

Will you be BOLD enough to step forward and help us meet this challenge?  

Please contact me, any WGCF board member, or your District Director, who 

can put you in contact with the proper people. 
 

KAREN MERLAU, kmerlau@TDS.net or 920-838-1277. 
 

 

mailto:kmerlau@TDS.net


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                            2        

WGCF is a not-for-profit 

educational organization 

founded in 1928.  It is a 

member of National 

Garden Clubs, Inc. 

Mission:  WGCF provides education,  

resources and opportunities for its  

members to promote and share the 

love of gardening, floral design, civic and 

environmental responsibility. 

 

President: 

Linda McCafferty 

443 Woodview Drive 

Sun Prairie, WI 53051-6433 

lkmccm@gmail.com 
 

First Vice President: 

Joe Powelka 

5361 Betlach Road 

Sun Prairie, WI 

608-206-4238 

oneplus@chorus.net 
 

Second Vice President: 

Nancy Gregory 

1321 N. 21st Street 

Milwaukee, WI 53205 

enjaygee@yahoo.com 
 

Recording Secretary: 

Susan Wallace 

100 E. Parkland Drive 

Chippewa Falls, WI 54729 

naffer65@gmail.com 
 

Membership Secretary: 

Susan Johansen 

2249 122nd Street 

New Richmond, WI 54017 

715-781-6825 
 

Treasurer: 

Mary Jane Hull 

709 Brookstone Crest 

Mount Horeb, WI 53572 

608-437-2478 

hullmary249@gmail.com 
 

Central Region Director: 

Lynne Ehnert 

W143 N6828 Aspen Drive 

Menomonee Falls, WI 53051 

262-251-0452 

lehnert@wi.rr.com 
 

NGC President: 

Brenda Moore 

NGC Headquarters 

4401 Magnolia Avenue 

St Louis, MO 63110 

www.gardenclub.org 

 

 

 

 

 c  

and environmental responsibility.  
 
President: Linda McCafferty 
443 Woodview Drive 
Sun Prairie, WI 
608-837-2675 
lkmccm@gmail.com 

 

Size         WGCF Other 

Full Page         $150     $200 

Half page         $75     $100 

Quarter page   $37.50 $50 

 
Contact Laura Skoff, Manager 

lauraskoff@gmail.com 

 

ADVERTISING RATES 

 

 

Message from our President 

 

Madison District completed another successful flower show, Space: 

the New Frontier, held in conjunction with the PBS Garden and 

Green Living Expo in February.  There were house plants galore, but 

fewer woody branches than in the past which could be attributed to 

frigid temperatures.  

Central Region Director Elect, Ren® Lynch from Minnesota, and 

Debbie Zonka from Illinois, participated in our festivities.  Debbie also 

served as a Flower Show Judge.  Designs were spectacular and 

those in Space Junk were huge!   Concluding the Designerôs 

Challenge, the audience chose First Vice President Joe Powelkaôs 

design as their favorite.  On the table, it was almost as tall as he is.   

St. Croix District is finalizing preparations for the April 27-29 

Convention, Conversations on the Chippewa.  They have planned 

a variety of activities designed to be both fun and engaging.  

They were able to keep the Package Plan low by securing many 

sponsorships.  We intend to have a hospitality event in our room after 

Sundayôs banquet and will provide assorted beverages.  If you join 

us, please bring a snack to share.   

I presided at my final Executive Committee Meeting in February, and 

a number of final events will follow.  April 29 marks the end of my 

term, and I will remove my fascinator for the last time.  Thank you for 

your support the last two years, and for your contributions to my 

Presidentôs Project.  I especially thank members of the Executive 

Committee and others on the Board of Directors for their assistance 

and patience.  While challenging at times, it was a fun and 

educational experience.  If elected Treasurer, I am not going 

anywhere and will continue to be a member of the Executive 

Committee, just sitting a few chairs away.  

                                                                                           Linda 

                                                  December brought a hiatus from WGCF activities  

                                                and for that I was grateful.  However, business is  

                                          amping up as my term winds down and I prepare my 

                        final Message. 

HONORING  
Veterans  and Gold Star Families  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Maureen Wild Gordon, Chair 

STANDARD FLOWER SHOW PRESENTED BY MADISON DISTRICT GARDEN CLUBS 
 

In February, gardening enthusiasts flocked to the PBS 

Garden and Green Living Expo in Madison, to usher in 

spring.  The PBS Expo is in its thirty second year.  It was re-

branded this year to reflect the living green movement.   
 

Madison District Garden Clubs 

partner with PBS to offer A 

Standard Flower Show during 

the event.  With nearly 13,000 

attendees, many were 

transported out of this world with 

the flower show Space: The 

New Frontier.   
 

Themes included: Blast Off, 

Space Junk, Earth Explorations,  

Lost in Space, Northern Lights, Solar Flares, Hidden Figures, Shooting 

Stars, and The Sky is the Limit.    
 

 

 

 
 

Botanical Arts gave a touch 

of whimsy with the themes 

Galaxy or mobiles, Space 

Invaders, or Pot et Fleur, 

and  Rings of Saturn, 

otherwise referred to as 

wreaths!   
 

The educational exhibits displayed factors affecting plant growth in space 

and the effect of light pollution on dark skies.   

 

 

 

 

Members also brought 

horticulture specimens 

to round out the show.  

It is not always an easy 

feat to take your plants 

out in the winter.  
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PBS Garden and Green Living Expo 

Jan Dixon 

Wendy Kramer   

Maureen Wild Gordon 

Kerry Krokos 

Kerry Krokos 

Jan Dixon 

An underwater design, 
Michelle Ovans 

Petite design 
interpretation 
of a photo. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Floral designers were members of the Wisconsin Garden Club Federation, and also came from 
Illinois and Minnesota.  Nationally Accredited Flower Show Judges judged the show, and a viewer's 
choice award was given daily.  
 

Attendees enjoyed having a flower show during the 

event, stopping often to discuss the lovely floral 

designs and the education                          

displays.   
 

The success of the flower 

show was a culmination of 

efforts, garden club 

members, designers and 

participants.  All provided 

imagination and a good 

many hours to bring the 

show from concept to 

fruition.  
 

DESIGN CHALLENGE 
 

 

 

 
 

Expo would not be complete without the exciting design challenge. This has become a favorite of 

attendees. Our own Dawn Mozgawa was Master of Ceremony, providing humor during the event.  

 

This year the designs were influenced by the type of container each 

designer was given at the onset.  Competitors included flower show 

judges Gerianne Holzman and Wendy Kramer; Madison District 

Director, Jan Dixon, experienced in floral design; and Joe Powelka, a 

non-floral designer. 

 

They competed against each other with 
the audience picking the best design. 
Surprisingly, the Winner was Joe 
Powelka, our WGCF First Vice President, 
with a green and white design.  
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Jan Dixon, Madison Director and designer; Mauren Wild Gordon, Chair; Dawn Mozgawa, 
Emcee; Joe Powelka, First President WGCF and designer; Wendy Kramer, designer and 

judge; and Gerianne Holzman, NGC Second Vice President 

Wendy Kramer   

An underwater design, 
Gerianne Holzman 

Table for one, 
Carol Catlin 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jan Dixon 

Wendy Kramer   

Gerianne Holzman 

EXPO, A Judges View 

Dawn Mozgawa,  
Judges Chair and Designer's Challenge Emcee 

 

The Designerôs Challenge again attracted a robust audience and we did 
our best to engage show visitors with a friendly and fun competition 
Saturday afternoon. 
 

Budgets were tight as usual, and 
we supplied the containers, the 
flowers, other plant material, and 
four eager volunteers.  I decided I 
would shop my basement 
workshop instead of purchasing 
containers.  I came up with a 
laundry basket full of supplies for 
each contestant.  It was a blast 
watching them assess the 
ingredients they were given and 
create captivating modern designs! 

 
Maureen served as my able-bodied 
assistant. She was nicknamed Miss   
Glue Dot, because she was right 
on hand whenever a contestant 
needed a glue dot to hold their 
design together! 

 

In the end, the COVETED GOLDEN PRUNER AWARD was 

presented by acclaim to Joe Powelka, our WGCF First Vice 
President, whose green alien design was just as tall as he was! 
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Gerianne Holzman 

Joe Powelka 
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Attention Conventioneers 

Sue Wallace, Karen Merlau, and Kathy Shaw 
 

                                   The Futures Subcommittee invites you to a round-table discussion at the 2025 

Convention, Tuesday, April 29.  A listing of potential projects will be highlighted to assist clubs to 

recruit, retain and revitalize our membership.  Projects include . . . 
 

Convention Overhaul     WGCF Redistricting 

Advertising Assistance     Education on Schools 

Bulletin Board Communications   Creating Educational Workshops 

New Members Brochures    Engaging our Smaller Clubs  

Officer Recruitment, club, district and WGCF Shared Advertising   

Impact on Our Communities 
 

                       Two questions.  What have we missed?  What should be done first? 
 

Visit our website, wisconsingardenclub.org.  Click on News and Events then Futures Subcommittee.   

Please join us for this important and informative discussion.  We look forward to your feedback! 
 

SUE WALLACE  KAREN MERLAU KATHY SHAW 
Naffer65@gmail.com  kmerlau@tds.net  gardenkat99@yahoo.com 

Documents referred to during the Pre-Convention and Business Meetings 
can be found online in the Members Only Section under MEETINGS and 

MINUTES, ANNUAL MEETINGS, 2025 Spring Annual Meeting. 
 

Save documents to a device you will bring  
to Convention or print for your use. 

To register for the April 27, 28, and 29 Convention, go to 
wisconsingardenclub.org.   

Click on News & Events, and on Convention 2025. Click on Registration Info. 
   

You can fill out the information online, print, pay by check, and mail to  
Susan Wallace, 1006 Parkland Drive, Chippewa Falls, WI 54729.   

 

OR . . . you may also pay by credit card on line.  It will cost a bit more. 
 

The convention will be at the LISMORE HOTEL, Eau Claire, WI.  
You may call 715-835-8888 for reservations.  Group code for a discount is WGC. 

See you there!  

mailto:Naffer65@gmail.com
mailto:kmerlau@tds.net
mailto:gardenkat99@yahoo.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

97th Wisconsin Garden Club Federation Annual Convention 

Conversations on the Chippewa 
The Lismore Hotel, Eau Claire, Wisconsin 

                               April 27 ï 29 
 

 

 

 

Hosted by the St. Croix District 
 

JOIN the CONVERSATION 
 

SUNDAY, APRIL 27, PRE-CONVENTION ACTIVITIES 
10:00 - 12:30  Tri-Council Meeting and Luncheon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Down to Earth Nursery 

12:30 - 5:30             Registration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lobby 

12:30 - 5:00             Vendors, Tisket-a-Tasket, Ways and Means . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Wilson A and F 

                         Floral and Art Exhibits . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wilson A and F     

1:00 - 2:00               Judges Council Meeting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . PDR at The Lismore 

2:30 - 4:00               Tour of UW-Eau Claire Greenhouse and Putnam Park 

4:00 - 5:00               Pre-Convention Meeting, Executive Committee,  

Chairmen and Committee Members . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Wilson C 

 

CONVENTION 
5:00 - 6:15               Social Hour . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dive Bar 

6:30                       Banquet and Program  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Richmond            

         

Presiding: Linda McCafferty, Wisconsin Garden Club Federation President 

AWARDS, LYDIA SHAFER, HORTICULTURE ACHIEVEMENT, GARDEN CLUB OF THE YEAR         

Program, Citizen Science Opportunities, Jeanette Kelly, Beaver Creek Reserve 

          

MONDAY, APRIL 28 
8:00 - 11:00       Registration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Lobby 

8:00 - 4:00               Vendors, Tisket-a-Tasket, Ways and Means . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wilson A and F 

                          Floral and Art Exhibits . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Wilson A and F 

9:00 - 9:50               Gardening Trends in 2025, Mary Schier  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wilson B 

10:00 - 10:50            Micro Manage Your Soil? Diana Alfuth  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Wilson B 

11:00 - 11:50           BREAKOUTS, CHOOSE ONE 

                             Stained Glass Danglers, Linda Bergen  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Wilson E 

                                Sustainable Veggie Gardening, Dr. Kristina Beuning . . . . . . . . . Wilson C 

12:00 - 2:00             Luncheon and Program . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Richmond 

 

Presiding: Joe Powelka, WGCF 1st Vice President 

AWARDS POWERPOINT, AWARDS 5 -11 

Program, Floral Foraging, Brent Douglas Stelzer, Floral Designer 
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2:10 - 3:00        BREAKOUTS, CHOOSE 1 

                          Growing Flowers for Cutting, Christina Melby  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wilson C 

                          Getting Fit for Gardening, Andrea Cronk  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wilson E 

3:15 - 5:15               97th Annual Business Meeting  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Wilson C 

 

Presiding: Linda McCafferty, Wisconsin Garden Club Federation President 

 

5:00 - 6:15               Social Cash Bar  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dive Bar 

6:30                       Banquet, Program and Reception . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Richmond 

 

         Presiding: Linda McCafferty, Wisconsin Garden Club Federation President 

   Honored Guest: Lynne Ehnert, Central Region Director 

  Honored Guest: Gerianne Holzman, National Garden Club 2nd Vice President 

         Bronze Award Winner: Douglas Owens-Pike, Growing Wild for Pollinators  

AWARDS POWERPOINT, AWARDS 12-30 

  Installation of Officers 

 

Reception for Incoming WGCF President, Joe Powelka . . . . . . . . . . . .  Richmond 

 

TUESDAY, APRIL 29 
7:00 - 8:30           Breakfast Buffet . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Richmond 

9:00 - 9:45                 Program, Ground Water , What Gardeners Need to Know, Susan Swanson 

 

Tisket-a-Tasket Winners posted 

  Memorial Service: Laura Skoff, WGCF Memorials and Tributes Chairman 

   AWARDS POWERPOINT, AWARDS 31 - 38 

    Invite to 2026 Convention 

  Explanation of Roundtables 

 

9:45 - 10:15      Roundtable discussions, Renew, Revitalize, Retain . . . . . . . . . Richmond 

10:30 - 11:15      BREAKOUTS, CHOOSE 1 

Simple by Design, Sue Auld . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wilson E 

The Beginnerôs Guide to Mushrooms, Tavis Lynch . . . . . . . . . . Wilson C 

11:30                        Post-Convention Meeting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wilson C 

CONVERSATIONS ON THE CHIPPEWA 
 

There is still time to register.  The district has tinkered with the schedule to fit in more educational 
opportunities and to provide outreach to area gardeners.  Short on time?  Register for the one-day 

gardening symposium on Monday, April 28.  Details on the WGCF websiteôs convention page.   
NO REGISTRATIONS ACCEPTED AFTER APRIL 11. 

 

Weôre excited about the Creativity on the Chippewa display incorporating regional artwork and 
floral interpretations.  Looking forward to conversing with you there. 
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Name ________________________________________   Address _________________________________________  

City __________________________________________  State __________  Zip+4 ____________________________    

Phone ________________________________________  Email ___________________________________________  

District ________________________________________  Club ____________________________________________   

Please Check All That Apply WGCF Officer_____   Board Member_____ Past President_____  Club President_____  

 Delegate_____  Alternate_____    Guest_____   Lydia Shafer Winner_____   

PRE-CONVENTION TOUR  UW-Eau Claire Greenhouse tour, Phillips Science Hall  

Transportation on your own; directions will be provided.      $    5.00   _______  

REGISTRATION FEE REQUIRED        $   25.00  _______  

Late fee if postmarked after March 31, $10       $   10.00  _______   

CONVENTION EVENTS, PACKAGE PLAN  

Package Plan $125.00 per person        $ 125.00  _______     

Includes 6 speakers, 2 banquets, 1 lunch, 1 breakfast  

CONVENTION COSTS FOR THOSE NOT SELECTING A PACKAGE PLAN  

Sunday Banquet  Italian Buffet:  Grilled chicken, baked lasagna     $   44.00   _______  

Monday Lunch  Cobb Salad (chicken, bacon, egg, cheese.)  Veggie Option Available. $   26.00   _______  

Monday Banquet  Harvest dinner buffet: Pork loin, mushroom chicken   $   37.00   _______  

Tuesday Breakfast  Caprese egg strata, sausage, muffins, pastries, fruit, Veggie Available $   23.00   _______  

List dietary restriction 

____________________________________________________________________________  

BREAKOUT SESSIONS 

Monday, April 28, 11:00-11:50, Choice of #1 or #2  

1 _____ Stained Glass Danglers, Includes $15 supplies charge, Maximum 30   $   20.00  _______       

2 _____ Sustainable Veggie Gardening        $     5.00  _______  

Monday, April 28, 2:10 to 3:00,  Choice of #3 or #4  

3 _____ Growing Flowers for Cutting           $     5.00  _______  

4 _____ Getting Fit for Gardening, Participatory exercise session, Maximum 30     $     5.00  _______  

Tuesday, April 29, Choice of #5 or #6  

5 _____ Simple by Design, includes container and flowers, Maximum 20    $    15.00 _______  

6 _____ Beginnerôs Guide to Mushrooms, Mushroom growing kits will be available for sale. $      5.00 _______  

      TOTAL:             $ ______________ 

Print and fill out Registration Form.  Write check payable to WGCF and mail both to 

Susan Wallace, 1006 Parkland Drive, Chippewa Falls, WI  54729  

OR 

Register online at www.wisconsingardenclub.org.  Follow the link under News 

and Events for the convention.  Pay by credit card.  There will be an extra fee. 
 

25% handling fee will be retained on all cancellations  --- No refunds after April 10, 2025 

9. 

CONVERSATIONS on the CHIPPEWA 
WGCF 97th ANNUAL CONVENTION,  April 27-29, 2025 

HOSTED by ST. CROIX DISTRICT 

http://www.wisconsingardenclub.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Foundation for the Fox River Valley 

Laura Skoff, Scholarship Liaison 

WGCF has utilized the services of the Community Foundation to manage our  

organizationôs assets used for scholarships since July of 2000.  A percentage of  

our gains are distributed annually specifically from our four funds.  

 

These include six awards at $1,000 each from the Wisconsin Garden Club 

Federation Scholarship fund, three awards at $2,500 each from the Della 

Balousek Scholarship fund, one award at $1,250 from the Myrtle B. Ogilvie 

Scholarship fund, and one award at $1,000 from the Irene  

Straus Scholarship Fund.  Della, Myrtle and Irene were all very active in their garden clubs and 

instrumental in establishing the college scholarships supported by WGCF.  

Members may donate to the WGCF Scholarship Fund anytime by completing the form found on our 

website under Scholarship Donation or Memorial Donation.  We also support the Ruth West Continuing 

Education Fund that helps provide internal education for members.  You may donate to either fund.  

This year we have 38 applicants that the Scholarship Selection Committee will review.  Our most recent 

quarterly report shows a total of $371,433.00 in our scholarship funds.  

10. 

WGCF SCHOLARSHIPS 
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WGCF Candidates 
                                               President:  JOE POWELKA, Madison District 
Joe served in a variety of roles as a member of the Sun Prairie Garden Club since 1992.  He 
has been Madison Director, and is currently First Vice President of WGCF.  Joe is a retired 
architect, and a veteran still working for the Wisconsin Department of Military Affairs through 
the end of 2025.  He served 14 years on the Wild Ones National Board and 6 years as national 
President.  Joe and Diane have been married for 54 years, have four children, and nine 
grandchildren.  Hobbies include photography, painting, and researching genealogy in what 
spare time he has!  If elected President, Joe promises to work for change and stability for 
WGCF now and into the future. 
 

First Vice-President: NANCY GREGORY, Milwaukee District 
Nancy Gregory joined WGCF in 2004.  She serves as Co-President of Town and Country 
Garden Club, Milwaukee, and as the Blue Star Marker Chairman for the Milwaukee District.  
She was also Corresponding Secretary, Recording Secretary, and Milwaukee District Director.  
Nancy served as Environmental School Chairman, and is a Consultant for Environmental and 
Landscape Design.  She loves what garden club membership has offered her, and tells 
everyone she meets, even strangers at the grocery store.  Nancy often suggests that people 
join a garden club, and says she looks forward to seeing them at a future meeting or 
convention.  

 

                    Second Vice President:  KAREN MERLAU, Sheboygan District 
Karen Merlau spent her career in the cheese industry in Plymouth.  Her focus was in the Quality 
and Regulatory areas, and she is a licensed Wisconsin cheese grader.  She joined the Lake 
Shore Garden Club in 2018, and served two terms as District Director and as Arbor Day 
Education Chair.  She is a master gardener, an accredited Environmental Consultant, and a 
Landscape Design Consultant.  Karen is Vice Chairman of Tri-Council, and is the Environmental 
School Chair for Wisconsin.  Her primary interest is to provide enjoyable educational 
opportunities.  She is also on the Futures Sub-Committee, which aims to grow membership and 
promote WGCF. 
 

Treasurer: LINDA MCCAFFERTY, Madison District 
As soon-to-be former president, Linda McCafferty worked on the WGCF budget, and she twice 
served as treasurer for the Sun Prairie Garden Club.  More importantly, her forty years 
employed by a law firm provided experience in finance.  Linda entered the technological world 
when the firm purchased computers for the Business Law Practice Area.  She used Lotus 1-2-3 
preparing inventories and accounting documents.  As technology advanced, she became an 
expert with Microsoft software and Excel.  In addition, Linda has used Quicken Software for  
twenty years to track personal income and expenses, and she proposes using software already 

owned to save money.  Linda believes she is qualified, and if elected, will perform her responsibilities to the 
best of her ability. 
 

                      Membership Secretary:  DIANA PETERSON, Madison District  
Ever since she was a child, Diana Peterson has been gardening with her mother and 
grandmother.  She got involved with garden clubs in 2019 when she joined the Westside 
Garden Club in the Madison District and currently serves as President of that club.  Diana is 
also a member of the Wisconsin Floral Designers Guild which began in 2024.  She became a 
Master Gardener in Dane County during the Covid shutdown in 2020 and continues with that 
certification to date.  If elected as the Chair of the Membership Committee, Diana would serve 
with sincere dedication. 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEEDED 
RECORDING SECRETARY. 

This could be you. 
 

At this time, WGCF does not have a courageous person 
willing to step up to fill this important position. 

 

The Recording Secretary takes minutes at four WGCF Executive Committee meetings, some of 
which may be zoomed.  These meetings can include Board of Directors and Business 
Meeting members.  Knowledge of Microsoft Word or an equivalent, is necessary.  Handwritten notes 
with possible phone recording backup or similar procedures can be your note-taking.  

 

Receiving and forwarding reports and meeting minutes to the 
Webmaster for posting on the WGCF website, is a second 
responsibility.  
 

Finally, you would receive WGCF mail for reporting at 
meetings. You will receive the benefits of meeting and 
becoming a WGCF Officer, learning about WGCF 
activities.  Mileage and your convention package plan are paid 
by WGCF.   

 

If you have these capabilities, please consider joining the 2025-2027 WGCF Executive Team.   

WE WOULD LOVE TO HAVE YOU JOIN US! 
Please contact Carol Catlin, Nominations Chair, 920-739-1983, or crcat34@gmail.com. 

 

 
 National Garden Week 

Doris Weber 

June 1 through June 7 

This year National Garden Week runs from Sunday, June 1, through    
Saturday, June 7.  Proclaimed by NGC, this special week is designated to 
focus public attention and all garden club members on fun-filled activities. 
 

Events include programs, garden tours or walks, garden teas, plant sales, 
luncheons, bus trips, and displays in public places.  Participation in local 
parades and other related garden events might even bring in some interest 
from local garden clubs.  Do invite gardening friends, and neighbors to join 
in the fun.  Itôs sure to keep the garden spirit and garden club membership 
growing in communities into the future. 
 

Keep your local newspapers and other media methods informed about your 
plans.  You will want to share these goals, projects, and objectives of 
garden clubs with the public. 
 
National Garden Week posters are available on the NGC website, or contact doris@johngweber.com. 
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Enjoying Birds 

 WITH ASSISTANCE,  

Kathy Shaw, Bird Committee Chair 
 

One of the favorite things my husband and I like to do is sit in the chairs by 

our pond and gardens, enjoy the view, and listen to and watch the birds 

moving about.  A few years ago, we downloaded the Merlin Bird ID app to 

identify birds we are seeing and hearing.  The pond is near our woods, so 

we donôt see as many birds as we hear.   
 

I am surprised at some of the birds we hear in the summer.  For instance, 

we always see indigo buntings at the feeders during the spring migration for 

a couple of weeks and then they are gone.  Little did we know that they stick 

around all summer in our woods!  The Merlin app picks up their tweets 

almost every time we take a listen. 
 

This app is easy to use.  Just download the Merlin Bird ID app and pick a ñbird 

pack.ò   We use US and Canada Continental which takes care of the North 

American continent.   If you travel abroad, there are other bird packs you can get 

to tailor the app to your location.  Once the bird pack is downloaded, you hit the  

microphone to start recording bird songs.  

Pictures of birds will come up as their songs are 

identified and the app will highlight each bird 

again as it is singing so you can begin learning 

which bird is which as the recording continues.   

We typically record for one to two minutes, and 

even longer if we are noticing birdcalls we 

havenôt heard in the past.  You can also take 

pictures of birds, or drill down step by step to 

identify a bird you are seeing to make an 

identification. 
 

The Merlin app is especially interesting and useful during the 

spring migration when there are so many more species of birds 

moving through the area.  The Merlin App will also help if youôd like    

to participate in the Great Backyard Bird Count next year In February.  

If you are interested, google it at birdcount.org.  It is a free global bird 

guide with photos, sounds, and maps.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The screen of Kathyôs phone  

above, documents both the 

birds and the number of bird 

songs recorded in 15 minutes.  

On the top of the list were Blue 

Jays, Downey Woodpeckers, 

Chickadees, and Cardinals! 

Kathyôs pond 

http://www.birdcount.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Backyard Bird Count is sponsored by Audubon and 

Cornell University.  To participate, you need to commit 

to fifteen minutes observing your yard and feeders at 

least once during the four-day event, though you are 

encouraged to do it as often as you can.   

During the fifteen-minute time frame, you write down 

the birds you see and the number of each species that 

you can see at one time during that span.  Merlin can 

help to identify some of those LBJôs, or little brown 

jobbers, as my husband calls them.  You can enter the 

bird species individually in the Merlin Bird ID, or use a 

list in Cornellôs other app, eBird. 

These bird counts are vital to help scientists better 

understand bird populations.  If you have bird feeders 

in your yard, you have probably noticed that there do 

not seem to be as many birds as much as in prior 

years, and maybe not as many species either.   

Habitat loss, here and in their southern spring and summer breeding areas, as well as migratory birdsô 

southern over-wintering locations, has been severely reduced over the past thirty years.   

Most of us have heard that planting native species on our properties will 

help our bird friends.  I recently attended a seminar by Doug Tallamy, a 

professor at the University of Delaware, and a writer and founder of 

Homegrown National Parks.  Doug told us that if you have at least 70% 

native plants, your property will support birds to have full nests, rather 

than having smaller numbers of eggs.   

Iôd be remiss if I didnôt also put a plug in for our favorite 

bird ID books which are well-thumbed.  The Sibley Guide 

To Birds and The Audubon Society Guide to North 

American Birds are the best books weôve used.  We 

wouldnôt be without Sibleyôs especially. 

 

 

 

As we head toward spring, I encourage you 

to plant more natives, join and document 

them on the Homegrown National Parks 

website, enjoy the birds living in your garden, 

and learn more about them using Merlin, 

eBird and all the technology that is at our 

fingertips, or at least as close as your phone. 
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Kathyôs backyard.  Lucky birds! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                         Doris Weber, President 

Sheboygan District Lake Shore Garden Club members participated in two workshops at Maywood 

Environmental Park in November.  The first was a wreath workshop with 23 students and 14 club 

members designing their 14-inch wire wreath form.  Greens were provided by Maywood, and garden club  

members helped participants when needed, 

especially with attaching hand-tied greenery   

to the frame.  Accessories included pine   

cones, ornaments, snowflakes, ribbons,    

birds, birdhouses, glittered stems, and dried 

floral material.  Cost was modest, $25 for 

members and $28 for non-members, and went 

to Maywood Park as a fundraiser. 
 

 

 

 

 

A porch pot workshop was also held at Maywood Environmental Park with 26 participants and 12 Lake 

Shore Garden Club members.  We each designed a 14ò black plastic pot, given to us by Pick 'n Save.  

Maywood again helped by providing the greens, grapevine, and white birch and red-twig dogwood 

branches.  Accessories were added including pinecones, ornaments, birdhouses, birds, berries, glittered 

stems, snowflakes, ribbons with bows, and dried materials.  This was also a fundraiser.  These two 

programs netted Maywood $1,324.27.  It was lots of fun for our club, and we enjoyed supporting those 

attending and the community 

 

 

 

LAKE SHORE GARDEN CLUB 

 

 

Members Annette Paul, Marie Schwinn, 
Lois Schuldt, and Debbie Sheets preparing 

greens for the wreath making. 

Next Environmental School 

 Karen Merlau, Environmental School Chair 

Our next WGCF Environmental School will be held September 26 and  
27, 2025.  It is in-person, on location at Maywood Environmental Park in  

Sheboygan.  This is the third course of four to complete the series. 
You do not need to take these four courses in order.  They are independent of each other.  You 
could start with course three, if it is convenient for you, and there are multiple opportunities to 
complete the others.   
 

We can be proud of the fact that we currently have five WGCF members who are well on their way to 
becoming new Environmental Consultants.  The existing pool of accredited consultants in Wisconsin 
is not large, as just nineteen members are in good standing and active.  Five new members will be a 
welcome addition to this special group of people. 

IF ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES CONCERN YOU, 
consider taking advantage of this outstanding educational opportunity. 
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 Endangered Flies!  Really? 

Cheryl Lausten, Endangered Species Chair 

Flies might not be the first creatures that come to mind when we think of endangered                           

species.  However, several fly species are facing significant threats.  

An example is the Delhi Sands Flower-Loving Fly, found only in a small area of Southern 

California within the Delhi Sand Dunes.  This fly was the first to be listed under the Endangered Species 

Act in the United States in 1993.  Like butterflies and honeybees, this rapid flyer feeds on nectar from 

flowers.  It hovers over flowers while taking nectar.  It is one of the largest flies, over one inch in length.  

It is orange-brown and black in color with dark brown oval spots. 

 

The San Joaquin Valley Giant Flower-Loving Fly, its close 

relative, is also close to extinction.  It is close in size to a small 

humming bird, with a 1.5-inch body and long proboscis, or tongue. 

Both flies rely on a fine sandy habitat, not found anywhere else on 

earth.  The flies spend most of their life eight to ten feet underground 

and only emerge for a brief time July through September, when the 

adult flies feed, mate, and lay eggs.  The female fly has a strong drill 

like appendage on her abdomen, which allows her to deposit her eggs  

deep in the sand to keep them cool and moist.  Originally, this specialized habitat consisted of over 40 

square miles, but due to development has been reduced to less than 2% of the original area.   

 

Why are flies endangered?  The reasons are similar to those affecting other endangered species: 

Å  Habitat loss:  As seen with the Delhi Sands Flower-Loving Fly, the loss of specific habitats is a 

major threat. Residential, commercial, and agricultural conversions, sand mining, invasion of exotic 

species, and the growing use of off-road vehicles account for the significant loss of habitat. 

Å  Pesticide use:  Insecticides can harm non-target insects, including flies. 

Å  Climate change:  Shifts in temperature and precipitation disrupt fly life cycles and their 

interactions with plants and other animals. 

Why should we care?  Flies play an important ecological role: 

Å  Pollination:  It is not just about bees; many flies are also important pollinators. 

Å  Decomposition:  Fly larvae help break down organic matter, recycling nutrients. 

Å  Food source:  Flies are a food source for other animals. 

What can be done? 

Å  Habitat conservation: Protecting remaining natural areas helps flies and other wildlife. 

Å  Sustainable practices: Reducing pesticide use and promoting pollinator-friendly practices can 

help. 

Å  Research: More research is needed to understand fly populations and their needs. 

Even small and insignificant creatures play a role in the web of life. 
Protecting endangered fly species                                                                                   

is important in maintaining a healthy ecosystem. 
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Delhi Sands 

Flower-Loving Fly Peach Blossoms in the 

San Joaquin Valley 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Central Region GC Report 

Lynne Ehnert, Director 

 

We have been busy finishing up the paperwork from the Central Region 

Meetings that happened at the last Central Region Convention.  The Bylaws 

and Standing Rules have been updated to include the decisions that were  

made at that convention.  The financial information has been updated and posted to the 

members only section. 

 

We are currently working on finalizing the schedule for 

the next Central Region convention that will be held at 

the Osthoff Resort in Elkhart Lake Wisconsin.  This is a 

lovely resort facility that will have both one and two-

bedroom suites available.  The convention will take 

place October 28 and 29, 2025.  We hope to have plans 

finalized soon.  

Lynne Ehnert, Director 

 

We have been busy finishing up the paperwork from the Central Region 

Meetings that happened at the last Central Region Convention.  The Bylaws 

and Standing Rules have been updated to include the decisions that were  

made at that convention.  The financial information has been updated and posted to the 

members only section. 

 

We are currently working on finalizing the schedule for 

the next Central Region convention that will be held at 

the Osthoff Resort in Elkhart Lake Wisconsin.  This is a 

lovely resort facility that will have both one and two-

bedroom suites available.  The convention will take 

place October 28 and 29, 2025.  We hope to have plans 

finalized soon.  
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Celebrate Arbor Day 

 Karen Merlau, Arbor Day Education Chair 

As always, Arbor Day in Wisconsin is the last Friday in April. 
This year it falls on Friday, April 25, 2025. 

 
The Wisconsin Garden Club Federation has long been a supporter of trees and Arbor Day.  I canôt even 
think of a garden that does not include trees.  Most gardeners want shady areas and trees are usually 
the source.  Beautiful trees also provide a focal point for landscapes. 

Here are some ideas for celebrating Arbor Day in your area. 

1.  Plant a tree.  Choose the right tree for the location and learn how to properly plant and care for it. 
Check online resources like the Arbor Day Foundation, the Wisconsin DNR website, or the Park and 
Planning Department in your county or city. 
 
2.  Be an influencer for trees. An influencer is someone who promotes trees.  Put a tree promoting 
bumper sticker on your vehicle or include some inspirational tree quotes on your club web site.  Check 
in your community whether it participates in the Tree City USA program, and if not, suggest it. 

3.  Read a book about trees.  I am now reading, How to Read a Tree, by Tristan 
Gooley.  A park ranger recommended this book to me. 

4.  Write a tree story or create tree art.  Ever thought of doing nature journaling?  You 
donôt have to be an artist.  Trace a leaf perhaps or just observe the buds or branch 
structure and how it differs between trees. 

5.  Volunteer with a tree-planting organization. The Arbor Day Foundation is a great 
group, and they have many resources and events throughout the state and country. 

6.  Create an Arbor Day event.  Iôm a big decorative flag person.  I fly flags year around for many events 
and holidays.  Your event could be as simple as obtaining an Arbor Day promoting flag and flying it for 
several weeks both before and after the holiday. 

Whatever you choose to do, please donôt overlook Arbor Day. 
Do your best to promote it! 
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On the Executive Board 

 Liz Murken, Parliamentarian 
 

bh² ¢I!¢ L !a ! a9a.9w hC ¢I9 .h!w5Σ ²I!¢ 5h L b995 ¢h Ybh²Κ 
1. Know and understand the purpose of the organization and believe in it. 

2. Be familiar with the Bylaws. 

3. Attend all general and Board Meetings if possible. 

4. Consider the business brought before the Board in terms of the future of the organization. 

5. You have an obligation to ask questions if you donôt understand the matter presented. 

6. It is the responsibility of each Board member to keep Board discussions CONFIDENTIAL. 

7. Know the members.  Be aware of future leaders. 

8. Present short, to the point, written reports. 

9. Take criticism or make suggestions in an understandable way. 

10. Be business like.  Talk through procedures with your committee. 

11. Remember, most plans must have Board action or approval. 

1. Know your Wisconsin Garden Club Federation. 

2. Believe in it. 

3. Be business like. 

4. Offer others the opportunity to develop potential leadership.  

5. Evaluate your group.  Is it growing in depth? 

6. Remember you represent the total membership, never a clique. 

7. Be objective, plan ahead, be imaginative and creative.  

8. Your conclusions should be impartial, democratic, and beneficial to all. 

9. Above all, develop the We Spirit.   Forget the I. 

AWARDS 
Doris Weber, Awards Chair 

 

Awards are fun to work on and nice for a club or individual to receive.  Each year the                                              
WGCF Awards Chair needs your applications by December 1.  
 

This year I also received applications for National Garden Club Awards.  They had to be received by December 
1 and then sent on by December 31.  I forwarded the applications to the various chairmen on the national 
level.  Those applications are needed by NGC Chairmen by January 25, unless otherwise specified under that 
award.   
 

Please honor these deadlines, as in previous years, some applications have come in past the deadline.  The 
Awards Committee, according to the awards procedures, is composed of the chairman, an assistant appointed 
by the WGCF President,  the yearbook chair, and all the District Directors.   
 

Any new WGCF awards or changes must be approved by the WGCF Executive Committee.  Any award for 
which no application has been received within ten consecutive years, may be reviewed and possibly 
deleted.  This is brought up to the WGCF Executive Committee for review.  
 

It would be wonderful for clubs throughout the state to search for a member who might like to do research, 
write up the applications, and submit them to the WGCF Awards Chairmen.  Many wonderful projects are done 
by clubs and members, so why not try for an award and share the congratulations with all members.  Letôs get 
started early now in 2025. 
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Flower Show School 
Carol Catlin 

Flower Show School is one of the four schools offered by National 

Garden Clubs, Inc.  The others are Environmental School, Gardening 

School, and Landscape Design School.   

Flower Show School is a comprehensive educational program.  The 

curriculum includes horticulture, design, and flower show procedures.  

A student learns about the many styles of floral arrangements, growing 

and exhibiting horticulture, preparing educational exhibits, photography, 

writing a flower show schedule, as well as judging, entering, and 

chairing an NGC Flower Show.  

The Principles and Elements of Art guide a 

student in judging and evaluating design, 

horticulture, photography, educational and youth 

exhibits, botanical arts and so on.  The Principles of Art are Balance, 

Dominance, Contrast, Proportion, Scale, and Rhythm.  The Elements of Design 

are Line, Shape, Form, Space, Texture, Value, and Color.  Elements are the 

building blocks of art, or the content.  Principles are the techniques used to 

create works of art, or the strategy. 

Most of us learned about the Principles and Elements of Art 

in primary school.  They can be useful in daily life.  For 

example, rearranging and buying new furniture for your living 

room, planning a new garden, or working with your 

community to plan a park.   

In Wisconsin, flower schools are sponsored by The State Judges Council.  There 

are four courses, generally scheduled over a 2-to-3-day period.  Usually, two 

courses are offered in a year.  Each course includes a day of design, and a day of 

horticulture, flower show procedures, point scoring, and other topics.  A test is given 

after each course.  

To become a student judge, you need to complete three courses, take the 

written exams, and pass with scores of at least 70   What a great way to      

learn about topics we enjoy! 

Check out the National Garden 

Clubs, Inc. website for more 

information.  While the Wisconsin 

Judges Council offers courses 

locally, opportunities are also  

available on Zoom.   You will find the dates of upcoming 

schools all over the country, and can attend a school in any 

State! 

A Symposium, Sharing Perspectives, will be offered in 

October in Elkhart Lake, Wisconsin.  Stay tuned! 

 

Line 
Shape  

Color 
Value 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Habitat for Humanity 
Susan Miller, Chair 

At the end of February, I saw hyacinths poking their heads out of the ground.  Although the wind was 
blowing and the temperature was dropping I realized that spring was around the corner.  As the 
chairperson for the Habitat for Humanity project, that meant plans need to be started to make the 
Plant Share in Milwaukee a success.   
 

This past year 116 families attended the 
event.  Families were able to select many types of 
plants and vegetables, a hanging basket, and 
create their own planter filled with beautiful 
flowers.  Seeds, gardening tools, various pots and 
other gardening supplies were available.  A grant 
from a garden club enabled each family to leave 
with a large bag of soil to help amend the clay found 
in many of the yards in Milwaukee.  Families left 
smiling and garden club volunteers left tired, but 
filled with joy, knowing their hard work helped so 
many new homeowners. 
 

This year, Plant Share 
in Milwaukee will be 
held on June 7.  We 
are expecting at least 
122 families to 
participate.  With the 
increase in the  

number of families we will need more plants and gardening items.  We 
would like to expand the number of tools for children since many 
children want to help their parents create new gardens.  As we expand 
the program I am hoping all of the garden clubs in the Milwaukee 
District participate.  There are many opportunities that don't require 
digging or carrying heavy items.     
 

As a relatively new chairperson of the Habitat for Humanity project I  
would like to know if there are garden clubs in other parts of the state who conduct Pant 
Shares with their local branches of Habitat for Humanity.   

 

If your club participates in a Plant Share, please 
contact me at sk8trmom@yahoo.com.  If your club 
doesn't, but would like to begin working with Habitat 
for Humanity, please let me know.  It would be 
wonderful to expand the project throughout the 
state.  We as gardeners have so much knowledge to 
share with new homeowners!!!  Who knows, the 
collaborations may lead to new club members!! 
 

Enjoy the Sights and Smells of Spring! 
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Susan Miller with a homeowner. 

When asked what it means to partner with Habitat 

for Humanity, Susan replied, ñThat makes my heart 

jump.  You see who takes receiving these plants 

seriously.  They are nurturing and celebrating plants 

. . . I want the homeowners to be excited to make 

their home pretty!ò 
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Do you ever wonder how NGC can help your club? Your district? Your state?  Well, tune in to 

MEMBERSHIP MONDAYS to find out about available tools and resources. 

Come join the National Garden Club for the last 
Membership Monday on April 7 at 1:00 pm Eastern Time 

 

. . . . and JOIN 15 MINUTES EARLY FOR TRIVIA! 
 

Questions will be asked and respondents will put their answers in chat.  Katie will monitor chat.  She will 
announce when there is a correct answer and who it was that responded with that answer.  Play will 
continue until time has elapsed. 
 

The individual with the most correct answers through April, will be declared the winner. If there is a tie, the 
names of those that answered the most questions correctly will be placed in a container and Katie will 
draw the winner. The prize will be an inscribed paver in the NGC Path of Success at Headquarters 
in St. Louis, donated by an anonymous donor. The more Membership Mondays you attend, the higher 
your chances will be to win! 
 

It is the intent of this trivia game that answers come from the knowledge of the member, so please refrain 
from googling the answers.  

See you Monday, April 7. 

Rock Gardening Book 
Karen Thaker, Book Committee Chair 

 

Are you limited by a lack of space, time, or energy in your gardening?  Then creating a  
miniature rock garden is for you.  It can be as small as a container or situated along an outdoor  

crevice or wall.  Maintenance is minimal and plants thrive on neglect.  Even lack of sunshine is not 
  a barrier with miniature hostas and heucheras.   

 

Rock Gardening: Reimagining a Classic Style, by Joseph Tychonievich, is luxuriantly  

illustrated with color photos of rock gardens from Denver to Scotland.  They can thrive in a zone such  
as ours, or on a New York City rooftop.  The author suggests various color schemes and even all white is 

stunning.  Rock crevices can be supported by old socks filled with soil and backfilled with an appropriate  
rock garden mixture of equal parts sand, gravel, and topsoil.  The most essential component is good drainage 
by container holes or elevation. 
 

Unique suggestions for containers include your old croc shoes or stacked pots. The author also 
suggests making hypertufa pots.  The mixture is equal parts Portland cement, peat, and 
vermiculite.  Adding fiberglass fibers or chicken wire provides additional support.  Drying                   
is a not-to-be-rushed process, but the result is a lightweight cement container you will               
enjoy for years.  One can even form hypertufa rocks rather than lugging in real stones.          
Joseph concludes his book with specific horticulture and propagation tips.  Of special            
interest is his illustrated, detailed plant list. 
 

Ready to get your fingers dirty? 
You can do it even if warm weather is yet to arrive.  Rock gardens can thrive indoors and be moved 
outdoors later, or just start propagating your specimens now.  Perfect for itchy green thumbs!  

Hypertufa 
Pot 



 

 

 

 

 
Fox Point Garden Club 

 Cultivating a Greener, More Beautiful Future Together 
                                  Sophie Bradshaw 
 
The Fox Point Federated Garden Club is more than just a 
group of avid gardeners.  Itôs an engaged community  
dedicated to making a lasting impact, one garden, one event, and one neighbor at a time. 
 

Founded in 1950, they promote environmental health and have created lush green spaces like the 
flower mound at Green Tree Road and Santa Monica Boulevard and the daffodils planted along Lake 
Drive and Brown Deer Road.        
 

Contributions go beyond just planting flowers.  In collaboration with the Indian Creek Stewardship 
Group, they supported the restoration of Village Woods, and planted a critical wayside stopover for 
migrating butterflies, reflecting their commitment to creating wildlife habitats. 
 

The Fox Point Federated Garden Club is about making connections.  They believe nature brings people 
together and builds a sense of belonging.  For example, the Little Library on Lake Drive invites 
passersby to take a book, leave a book, and enjoy a quiet moment in nature.  
 

Another cornerstone of the clubôs community spirit is the May Market Plant Sale, held annually at 

Longacre Pavilion.  It features memberôs plants from native to exotic varieties, and offers something for 

every gardener, from beginner to expert.  This yearôs sale is on May 10, from 9:00 until noon.  Also on 

the agenda is the Annual Arbor Day Celebration on April 25 and summer garden tours from cottage 

gardens to modern landscapes. 

At their monthly meetings, held on the third 
Tuesday of the month, they feature a 
variety of programs, often with expert 
speakers.  Topics may include gardening 
techniques, environmental issues, 
sustainable practices, native and exotic 
plants, and flower arranging.  
 

Their club supports a number of 
organizations beyond the village, such as 
Sojourner Truth House, the National 
Audubon Society, Riveredge Nature 
Center, and the International Crane  
 
 

Foundation, with donations, volunteer work, and advocacy. 
 

The Fox Point Federated Garden Club offers a warm 
and welcoming space where everyone can learn and 
grow.  They welcome new members who share their 
passion for gardening, conservation, and community 
engagement. 
 

Visit foxpointgardenclub.com  
to learn more about them. 
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IMPROVED CULTIVARS 
 

 
Sue Donohoe, Horticulturist 

 

Letôs be sure we understand what a cultivar is, before we look at new releases for 2025.  We 

often confuse cultivar and variety when talking about new plants. 

 

A variety is a new subspecies of a plant discovered in the natural world.  It has naturally 

adapted to its climate for survival.  Thus, a variety may not survive outside of its native 

environment, unlike a cultivar that may survive in many different locations.  

 

Varieties have been around since the time of Carl Linnaeus, the Swedish biologist 

and physician who formalized binomial names, the modern system of naming 

organisms.  They are not always true or stable when reproduced, often reverting to  

the original.  We see this when a variety that developed variegated leaves is  

reproduced, and suddenly has some green leaves.  

 

A cultivar is a plant that has been created through deliberate propagation, bred for disease 

resistance, climate adaptation, improved hardiness, color, growth habits, improved          

yield, improved taste and on and on.   

 

The term was coined by horticulturist Liberty Hyde Bailey in 1923.  Look him up, 

he had an interesting life.  All cultivars must be distinct, uniform and stable in their 

growing pattern, and there should be no fluctuation from plant to plant.  It may 

take years for a cultivar to be studied before it is released to the public. 

 

I will highlight a few new annuals, perennials, and shrubs. More can be found at websites for 

Monrovia, Proven Winners and the American Horticultural Society.  Another place to look for 

new cultivars, is at trial gardens at various botanical gardens around the country.  Letôs look 

at what is new for 2025.  

 

 

ANNUALS 
Ageratum houstonianum MONARCH MAGIC was cultivated to be a 

spreading floss flower that is drought tolerant. Covered with its traditional 

blue flowers, it is a great attractor of monarchs. 

 

Canna x generalis GOLD LEOPARD is a dwarf canna that has golden 

flowers with orange spots, like a leopard, and was cultivated for its 

unique flower shape. 
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Carl Linnaeus 

Liberty Hyde Bailey 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coleus MINI ME CHARTREUSE was cultivated for its unique long, thin 

leaves, dense plant form and is heat tolerant.  It rarely blooms so no 

deadheading needed. 

 

Heliotrope AROMAGICA PURPLE not only has large fragrant flowers, but 

more of them, with the added bonus of good tolerance to heat. 

 

 

PERENNIALS 
Funyella Clematis GOLDEN DAWN, in the Funyella series, has a golden 

flower with a unique nodding bell shape.  It blooms from spring to 

midsummer and smells like grapefruit. 

 

Polemonium yezoense KALEIDOSCOPE is a unique Jacobs Ladder with 

tri-colored leaves, white, green and pink, to pop in the shade with fragrant 

blue blooms that show a purple ring around the throat. 

 

Rodgersia pinnata BRONZE PEACOCK has been cultivated to have 

bronze to green, indented foliage.  This large shade tolerant rodgersia 

makes quite a statement with its white flowers.  

 

Sedum Evolution EMERALD ICE, been bred for basal branching, keeping 

the plant shorter and more compact, resulting in less flopping.  Emerald 

green leaves, pink flowers and red seedheads add to its charm. 

 

SHRUBS 
Buxus hybrid RENAISSANCE resists boxwood blight.  This is a game 

changer and the dwarf stature of one to two feet wide and high reduces 

pruning for a low hedge.  

 

Euonymus alatus FIRE BALL SEEDLESS is a sterile burning bush that can 

replace the invasive varieties.  While a fairly large shrub at five to seven feet 

wide and high, it will certainly have a place in our yards. 

 

Hydrangea macrophylla WEE BIT INNOCENT grows to only two by two 

feet and has double flowers in pastel colors. 

 
 

Hypericum x inodorum FLORALBERRY ROSE has been bred to be rust 

resistant.  This loveable St. Johnôs Wort has yellow flowers, with rose 

berries at the same time, making for a great show. 
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Sheboygan District News 
Karen Merlau, Sheboygan District Director 

Ivy League Garden Club Members met at Caanôs Greenhouse to create Christmas arrangements on 

December 10.  Each year the club donates arrangements to three of the local Senior Homes. 

Their yearly Christmas 

Gathering was held at the 

home of Lynnette Rakun.  

Members brought party food 

and all shared good food and 

great conversation, as well 

as a few adult beverages.   

 

We found that Gretchen Vest 

was a Christmas Trivia 

savant.  She amazed us with 

the obscure information she 

knew about Christmas! 

 

 

Lake Shore Garden Club celebrated Christmas with their annual party that was held at Riverdale 

Country Club in Sheboygan on December 12.  

They hosted several guests from Bridgeway and learned about their programming.  Bridgeway             

is a 13-bed residential transitional living program for homeless women with children living in unsafe      

or unstable environments, located in Sheboygan, Wisconsin.  Bridgeway can serve 4-6 families at any 

given time.  They also heard an inspiring story from a client who was helped by this organization.  Lake 

Shore Garden Club is proud to beautify and assist this important community organization. 

 

Mary Kulhanek was up to her old tricks 

with the Ugly Sweater Contest.  Some 

sweaters had stories of lost and found, 

some were a bit risqu®.  

Who won the contest?  

It was Mary 

Kulhanek, by popular 

vote.   Where does 

she come up with 

these things? 

Ivy League Garden Club at Don Caans Greenhouse. 

Lois Kuether 
wearing her 

"ugly sweater." 

 

Shirley Larsen telling 
the story of her "ugly 
sweater."   

Mary Kulhanek in her "ugly 
sweater" with Karen Kasten 
reacting to the show. 
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Photography CONTEST 

ENTER NOW . . . sponsored by the Wisconsin Garden Club Federation 

At this time, a photography contest, Nature is Imagination Itself, is being held for garden club members 

in the Central Region.  Entries may be submitted now through July 31, 2025.  Finalists in each category 

will be displayed in October of 2025 at the Symposium, Sharing Perspectives, at the Osthoff Resort in 

Elkhart Lake, Wisconsin.  The symposium will be held in conjunction with the Central Region Convention. 

There are six classes.  One features reflection, another, movement in nature.  The 

third showcases water, the fourth, bugs, and so on.  By entering you agree your entry 

may be used by Central Region to further the mission of the National Garden Clubs. 

For complete contest rules and definitions, go to ngccentralregion.com, the Central 

Region Website.  On the Homepage, scroll down to Photography Contest.  Click on 

Rules of the Contest.  

Central Region Garden Clubs 2025 Photo Contest "Nature is Imagination Itself" William Blake 

Fill out the link above or go to https://form.jotform.com/242786496986179, and send it with one or two 

digital photos.  Be sure to give each image a name, and select the correct class.  It will go to Arabella 

Dane, Garden Club of Greater Milwaukee.  Six photographs in each class will be selected to be the 

finalists, printed, and displayed.  Awards will be given at the discretion of the committee. 
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Save These Dates 

JULY 19 and JULY 20 
    

Madison District      

Gardens 
Tour 

SIX Gardens in VERONA  
and SUN PRAIRIE. 

Tickets $15 
    

CONTACT Pat Greathead, 

patherbs@frontier.com,             

for tickets, or get tickets at      

205 Paoli Street, Verona, or  

443 Woodview Drive,                     

Sun Prairie.  

 

Central%20Region%20Garden%20Clubs%202025%20Photo%20Contest%20%22Nature%20is%20Imagination%20Itself%22%20William%20Blake
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fform.jotform.com%2F242786496986179&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cba0564bd39044f048a0008dd55a5c3c4%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638760892628386084%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NMxIUzzVVyyMRe2RzaatvTRYFf3zLMv9OrntK5rF4ew%3D&reserved=0

