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The Wisconsin Garden Club 

Convention was held in 

Elkhart Lake, Wisconsin, at 

the Osthoff Resort, where 

the Sheboygan District 

welcomed our members, 

and by all accounts, a good 

time was had by all.    

Linda McCafferty,  

WGCF First Vice President 

 

Doris Weber, Convention Co-Chair, 

and Karen Merlau, Sheboygan 

District Director. 

 

Diane Riesterer, Presidentôs Page, Laura Skoff, WGCF President, 

and Convention Co-Chairmen, Lynnette Rakun and Doris Weber 

 

Jim Vest, Presidentôs Project Chairman, Laura Skoff, 

WGCF President, George Archibald, ICF Co-Founder, 

and Central Region Director, Carol Yee 

 

WGCF 2022 ANNUAL CONVENTION RECAP 

 

Co-Chairs Doris Weber and Lynnette 

Rakun, along with District Director 

Karen Merlau and countless volunteers, 

presented the theme ñSpring is Hereò. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                    

Size         WGCF Other 

Full Page         $150     $200 

Half page         $75     $100 

Quarter page   $37.50 $50 

Bus. Card         $20     $20 

WGCF is a not-for-profit 

educational 

organization founded 

1928.  It is a member of 

National Garden Clubs, 

Inc. 

Mission:  WGCF provides education,  

resources and opportunities for its  

members to promote and share the 

love of gardening, floral design, civic  

and environmental responsibility. 
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Summer is upon us complete with our gardens 
blooming, vegetables sprouting, and our unplanned 
visitors ï weeds, rabbits and deer. If you are like 
me, you plant a little extra for our furry friends to 
enjoy so that you donôt get angry with them, but 
choose instead to live harmoniously. As for the 
weeds, I have found as I age, I overlook more, not 
just in my yard but with a little of everything!  
       
While attending the recent NGC Convention in Orlando, one of the 
inspirational readings before a meal touched on the textures of our lives 
and intertwining of relationships. As members of different garden clubs, we 
focus on varied areas of interest ï some prefer floral design, some 
gardening tips, and others, conservation and environmental concerns.  
    
Our WGCF Annual Convention held in April demonstrated the intertwining 
of members and their shared ideas relating to these varied subjects, while 
creating new connections and renewing old ones. We enjoyed interesting 
speakers and programs together in-person this year and I wish to thank 
everyone involved for their contributions of time and hard work! The 
donating clubs and districts to Tisket-a-Tasket was a record, and members 
bidding on auction items and shopping the vendors were greatly 
appreciated.  Our members truly supported Sheboygan Districtôs efforts for 
creating a fine convention.   
     
Join us in 2023 as the Coulee District presents ñRolling on the Riverò - the 
Mighty Mississippi that is - May 21-23 in Onalaska, WI. 
     
As you read this issue of Wisconsin Gardens, please note the numerous 
garden walks, plant sales and events on the calendar. I encourage you to 
attend other clubôs gatherings, as members have fun together again! 
     
My ñPorch Protocolò for this summer is to relax in that comfortable chair or 
porch swing some evening, and look for fireflies, or as we called them, 
lightning bugs. Who doesnôt remember catching them in a jar and watching 
them light up! They are actually beetles, with more than 2,000 species that 
produce light with a bioluminescent enzyme, mainly during twilight to attract 
mates.   
    
Please take time to smell the roses and enjoy your wonderful Wisconsin 
summer! 
       

Laura  
òOne touch of nature makes the whole world kin.ó 

William Shakespeare 
 

Message from our President 

mailto:oneplus@chorus.net
mailto:naffer65@gmail.com
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Roger Greathead, 

Grant Chairman, 

presents a Grant 

Award to Ginger 

Wierman of the 

Lake Wissota 

Garden club 

 

Laura Skoff and 

Doris Weber 

present the Ruth 

Smith Evaluation 

Award to Lynne 

Lehnert.  It is 

presented to a 

judge for the best 

flower show 

evaluation.  

 

Debby Walters, from 

Botany Belles and Beaus 

Garden Club and St. 

Croix District Director, 

Nancy Mohs, West Side 

Garden Club, and 

Eugenia Beecher, 1st 

Vice Director Madison 

District  

 

Karen Thaker, Milwaukee Art 

Museum Garden Club, tried 

paint pouring, an activity 

directed by versatile Mary 

Kulhanek. Fortunately, gloves 

were supplied. Karen is also 

the copy editor of Wisconsin 

Gardens. 

 

WGCF CONVENTION 
     

Central Region Director Carol Yee and Dr. George 
Archibald, Co-founder of the International Crane 
Foundation were Guests of Honor. Speakers and 
programs included floral design, beekeeping, planting 
native for birds and turning your yard into a garden 
paradise. Artistic sessions included painting by pouring 
and creating garden hanging trinkets which provided a 
fun-filled afternoon. 
 
Dr. Archibald took us on a worldwide journey of Cranes 
and the countries they live in along with photos of his 
personal gardens ï even blue poppies! Prairie 
restoration at the Crane Foundation is the WGCF 
Presidentôs Project for 2021-2023 and over $1250.00 
was raised in our Tisket-a-Tasket raffle this year which 
will be applied to the project. 

 

Participants used different 

pouring techniques to create two 

projects with a floral motif. 

 

Tina Lutz, of 

the Wreath 

Factory, 

demonstrating 

spring floral 

designs. 

 Doris Weber presents an award to Vern Lowell. 

 

Pat Ritchie 

presents to 

Shelley Swanson, 

Elmbrook Garden 

Club, the Ruth 

West Horticulture 

Award.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                        4 

Wisconsin 

Gardens Editor, 

Jan Blooming, 

explained some of 

the changes and 

challenges 

involved in 

creating the 

magazine. 

 

Carol Caitlin 

holds the Judges 

Council 

Educational 

Award presented 

to her by Laura 

Skoff and Doris 

Weber.  It was for 

Creative 

Designing with 

Gourds. 

 

Chuck McCafferty couldnôt resist!  With all the 

talk about cranes, Chuck McCafferty gave 

Laura Skoff her very own!  Looks like he 

couldnôt tell one crane from another! 

 

Flo Paulson, 

Elmbrook Garden 

Club, receiving an 

award from Susan 

Wallace, WGCF 

Recording Secretary 

 
The Sheboygan District was excited to host the 2022 WGCF Convention.  A big 
thank-you to members, volunteers, WGCF Board of Directors and Officers, 
speakers, vendors and ALL who joined us. We had great attendance for our 
first in-person convention since 2019, and ALL commented how kind, friendly 
and pleasant everyone was. Thanks especially to our in-house hands-on 
members who went all out to get it together! 

The location for this convention with all its amenities, appropriate speakers, 
willing vendors and donors, along with the district membership, helped make 
this such a success! 

 

 
     

 

Pat Greathead receives a 

grant award from Jim Vest. 

 

Mary Kulhanek, of the Lake Shore 

Garden Club, entertained us with humor. 

Mary also conducted the paint pouring 

class and skillfully conducted the auction!  

 

Doris Weber, Convention Co-chair, 

presents the Bronze Award of 

Excellence to Gary Bieck.  It is given to 

a non-garden club member for 

exceptional and outstanding 

accomplishments in any field that 

advances WGCF objectives.  Gary 

spoke to the group about his 

magnificent peony garden. 
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Debby Walters, Webmaster 
    

Please send information about your clubs, districts, schools, and activities to 
contactwgcf@gmail.com and it will be posted within a day or two.  
Photographs catch the eye and make the posting more interesting.  Each 
club should have a signed permission slip on file for using the memberôs 
photo. 
 
We are looking to improve our Facebook presence, where you can post directly to the page.  If your 
club creates an event for your Facebook page, invite WGCF as a co-host.  Once the request is 
received and accepted, your event shows up on WGCFôs site also. 
 

The offer still stands. 
If your club would like a website, pages can be created within the WGCF website.  If you email me the 
information, I can create a page or guide you through the process. 
 
As you look at the pages that contain information pertinent to your committee, club or district and 
notice errors or see that updates are needed, please contact me. Using the contactwgcf email works. 
 

Jim Vest, Presidentôs Project Chair 

We all hope for that point in life where our passions align with our work life. Where work provides value 
beyond money and has effects beyond ourselves. 

This is the nexus of Dr. George Archibaldôs life. 

Dr. Archibald, Senior Conservationist and Co-founder of the International Crane Foundation, (ICF,) 
presented the keynote address to the Wisconsin Garden Club Foundation at our State Convention in 
April at the Osthoff Resort. 

Dr. Archibald spoke about his passions; cranes, his home garden, peonies, and dancing with the crane, 
Tex.  With an Aldo Leopold quote from the Marshland Elegy, Dr. Archibald noted the span of cranes 
from ñprehistory to the present-day affairs of birds and man.ò 

He shared his work saving those wild places where cranes live and dance - wetlands and prairies, 
flyways and migration routes. He also spoke about how the ICF work has enriched the lives of 
indigenous people sharing their land with cranes. 

Dr. Archibald brought free memberships to the ICF and copies of his book for some of the attendees. 
He was generous with his time and would speak at length with members as he signed their books. 

He was inspiring to listen to, wonderful to talk with, and a model of someone who cares deeply for the 
natural world and all who inhabit it. 

A tour is scheduled for July 12th at the International Crane Foundation.   
Information is on the WGCF website. 

Contact Jim Vest, jmvest9@aol.com, to secure a place on the tour and for any questions you have. 

 

Dr. George Archibald 

 
 

 
 

Website 
 

mailto:jmvest9@aol.com


 

 

 

 

Maureen Wild Gordon, Madison District Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                             

                  What is a succulent grow-off?  Those participating create a succulent dish garden. 

                          They will bring them back in November to see whose has grown the most. 
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West Side Garden Club celebrated its centennial, 100 years of 

service and contributions, from teas and flower shows, to 

community projects.   

They celebrated with a luncheon and a presentation of five skits 

depicting their 100 years.  Members modeled clothing from years 

gone by when a hat, jewelry, and gloves accompanied every 

outfit.  Where did they find the stylish dresses? 

Even the flower arrangements depicted the different eras. A 

wonderful time was had by all. 

 

 

Madison District News 
 

Models above are Diana Peterson, Mary Jo Tierney, Joyce 

Pohl, and Nancy Mead, members of West Side Garden Club.             

 

Dawn Mozgawa installed Pat Greathead as District Treasurer 

and Karen Lee-Wahl as District Secretary for the coming term.    

Sun Prairie Garden Club hosted the meeting. 

The bylaws and standing rules have been updated, and 
a scholarship recipient was chosen.  Plans were made 
for the PBS Garden Expo, and the theme for the 2023 
Madison District Flower Show will be Captivating Color. 
Sylvia Lowell is the recipient of the WGCF school 
reimbursement for 2022.   

 

On Arbor Day, April 29th, there was no better way to celebrate than 
plant a tree outside Fire Station #9 in Madison. Sunset Garden Club 
members donated a tulip tree ñLittle Volunteer" for the occasion. Nancy 
Sloan, the club president, read a tree poem.  April was acknowledged 
as National Garden Club's Plant America Month, and the history of 
Arbor Day was shared.   
     
Fire Chief, Chris Carbon, and Assistant Fire Chief of Operations, Art 
Price, were present for the planting, along with Sunset Garden Club 
members and fire station members.  
 

Madison District met in May, the first time in person in the last two years. 

They had a wonderful speaker, Dora Wood, a master gardener from Chippewa county, who talked about 

edible perennials.  Pat Greathead hosted a succulent grow off for interested members. 

District Director, Maureen Wild Gordon, 

lifts, and Sunset Garden Club President, 

Nancy Sloan, has her hands in the dirt. 


